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Operation Cloverleaf Gets New Improvement

Christmas 
Outreach 
Tradition 
Continues

Commissioners 
Bid Farewell 
to Cultice

Since mid-2003, local lawn 
care companies have donated 
the time, personnel and equip-
ment to maintain the 18 acres 
at the interchange of SR 41/I-
75 under a project known as 
Operation Cloverleaf.  

This year, Operation Clo-
verleaf has also  given the cit-
izens of Troy and the City an 
amazing Christmas present. 
The  Operation Cloverleaf 
Team provided all the equip-

ment, labor and design of a 
new “impact planting” proj-
ect at the SW quadrant of the 
Cloverleaf. The planting spells 
T-R-O-Y.  The letters are 18’ 
foot high and required over 
180 Winter Gem Boxwood 
shrubs.  As the motoring pub-
lic travels heading north or ex-
its off the interstate, they will 
see the planting. 

Said Troy Mayor Michael 
Beamish: “The companies 

of Operation Cloverleaf are 
adding to their philosophy of 
giving back to the community 
and keeping this major gate-
way into Troy looking fantas-
tic at no cost to the taxpayers 
beyond the purchase of mate-
rials. I thank all the Operation 
Cloverleaf companies and em-
ployees for this beautiful and 
generous Christmas gift that 
we will enjoy year long.”

 The City paid for the cost 

of the shrubs as a part of the 
City Beautification Commit-
tee budget, and provided some 
other assistance.  Finfrock 
Construction Company do-
nated some special equipment 
needed to complete the plant-
ings. The eight companies that 
make up Operation Cloverleaf 
then provided the equipment 
and labor to do the planting 
on December 21, 2016.  

The Operation Cloverleaf 

companies are:
• All Pro Landscape
• Anderson’s Tree Compa-

ny
• Ever-Green Turf & Land-

scape
• Greentech Lawn & Irri-

gation
• Mercer Group, Inc.
• Quality Lawn & Land-

scape
• Shields Lawn Tamer
• Tree Care Inc.

  Their combined annual 
donation to maintain Oper-
ation Cloverleaf   has an esti-
mated value to the community 
in excess of $40,000.   Through 
the volunteer efforts, and part-
nering with the City for the 
purchase of some of the sup-
plies, this interchange has be-
come beautifully manicured 
with flowering trees, seasonal 
flowers and other landscape 
features, including rocks.

(L to R): Allen, Michelle and Corey Thrush.

Santa and his elves surprised two young ladies with 
new bikes.

Deputies Warren Edmondson and Scott Lade shopping 
at Meijers.
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Thrush Opens Troy Office, Likes Downtown
By Brittany Arlene Jackson

Thrush & Son, a family 
business, recently opened a 
home improvement office 
in the living room of down-
town Troy. With their original 
showroom and headquarters 
located in Brookville, the new 
storefront at 121 NE Public 
Square is a full-service branch 
of Thrush & Son’s growing 
family tree. 

Owner Allen Thrush is the 
second of three generations 
now invested in the family 
business. His father, Wilbur 
Allen Thrush Sr., began of-
fering his earliest services, 
installing spouting in 1960 
under the motto “Every cus-

tomer will be satisfied.” The 
values that founded the busi-
ness have been passed down 
even as W. Allen Jr. helped his 
father at worksites. Pictures 
on the company’s website 
show Allen laying tile at ages 
as young as 5 years old. 

Allen acquired and ex-
panded Thrush & Son in 
1989, offering more services, 
taking on employees, and 
even developing an inter-
net-based software called 
Contractor Rush that enables 
Thrush & Sons to give nearly 
immediate estimates over the 
phone using GPS imaging 
technology. 

“I developed [Contractor 
Rush] in 2005 to keep our 

salesmen in line, our guys in 
the field in line,” Allen said. 
“It’s an open book. Everyone 
knows exactly what’s going 
on. It runs our business and 
we can run estimates from 
anywhere.” Allen said he runs 
a “tight ship.” His wife, Mi-
chelle, is the business Vice 
President and his son Corey is 
the Chief Marketing Officer. 
With their family so actively 
involved in every aspect of 
each other’s lives, integrity 
and accountability are among 
the values in their formula for 
success.  

According to Michelle, 
“We want to build long-last-
ing relationships with peo-
ple.” Corey emphasized their 

desire to be “cut-above” in 
professional behavior. “We 
may be in the contracting 
business but we always want 
to demonstrate our respect 
for our clients and each oth-
er in the way we dress, speak, 
and act,” Corey said. 

The saying “It’s nothing 
personal, just business” does 
not apply where the Thrush 
family is concerned. Each 
year, they look for ways to 
give back to the community 
and have even found outlets 
in Troy to establish their pres-
ence as active members and 
benefactors. Around the time 
of the new branch opening 

By Nancy Bowman

A law enforcement 
tradition continued this 
month with the Miami 
County FOP Lodge  58 
Christmas Outreach 
Program and Services 
(COPS) shopping and 
meals/gift delivery for 
area families.

The project, former-
ly known as Shop With 
a Cop, goes forward no 
matter what the weath-
er as members of law 
enforcement and the 
county Victim Witness 
program accompany 
families for shopping at 
the Troy Meijer, this year 
on Dec. 9.

Afterward, volunteers 
wrap those gifts at the 
FOP Lodge, preparing 
for delivery the follow-
ing week of gifts for the 
younger children and 
those who didn’t take the 
gifts home the night of 
shopping.

Two Santas accom-

pany the COPS teams, 
whose members include 
police officers, correc-
tion officers, victim ad-
vocates and probation 
officers.

Billie Ray, president of 
the FOP Lodge 58, said 
many people make the 
annual program a suc-
cess including those who 
make money contribu-
tions, participate in FOP 
activities and the lodge 
itself. Donations came 
from Meijer along with 
Piqua Wal-Mart and 
other businesses, he said.

“We also worked with 
Children Services and 
the VA Administration 
of Miami County. All of 
this was made possible 
with our golf outing in 
July and the generous 
donations of businesses 
and citizens of Miami 
County,” Ray said.

This year the program 
served 40 families with 
meals and 84 children 
with presents.

By Nancy Bowman

The Miami County com-
missioners Dec. 22 said fare-
well to retiring Commission-
er Richard Cultice, thanking 
him for contributions includ-
ing offering a different finan-
cial perspective.

Cultice retired effective 
Dec. 27. He served six years 
on the commission and was 
unsuccessful in a re-election 
bid in the March Republican 
primary election.

A Troy resident, Cultice 
held financial positions in 
the private sector including 
serving as treasurer at Hobart 
Brothers Co. for 35 years be-
fore being elected to Troy City 
Council and then as Troy city 
auditor.

“He has been a real asset 
to the board of county com-
missioners. Your knowledge 
and your experience that 
you brought from the pri-
vate sector was invaluable to 
this office,” Commissioner 
John “Bud” O’Brien said. “To 
streamline the budgetary pro-
cess and bring a philosophy 
and a thought process from 
the private sector and … im-
plement that in our office was 
really a great thing.”

O’Brien said Cultice would 
be greatly missed and leaves 
very large shoes to fill. Com-
missioner Jack Evans said 
Cultice’s background as an 
auditor was extremely helpful 

in helping 
him un-
d e r s t a n d 
f i n a n c i a l 
statements. 
‘Your wit 
was very 
much ap-
preciated, 
as well as 
your wis-
dom,” Evans said. 

Cultice called his fellow 
commissioners’ comments 
kind. 

“I have enjoyed it. It has 
been interesting to say the 
least; fun most of the time. I 
can’t say enough about work-
ing with you guys and the 
staff, (which) has been very 
helpful to me adjusting to 
county government.” 

Every step in his career 
from the private sector to city 
and then county government 
has been an education, Cul-
tice said.

He wished Simmons the 
best of luck.

“I think he will bring dif-
ferent perspectives, different 
ideas that will be positive to 
the county,” Cultice said. He 
told Simmons staff members 
were a big help to him. “There 
is a lot to learn,” he said. “Just 
be willing to let people help 
… and know they are avail-
able.”

Simmons was scheduled 
to be sworn in Dec. 27 in the 
commission chambers.

Cultice
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Monday 12/19

10:17 a.m. – To W. Main St. 
for a report of a man who 
fell. Dispatch later reported 
that the man had been hit 
by a vehicle. When the offi-
cer arrived, the victim had 
already been transported 
to UVMC by squad. The 
driver said she stopped at 
the crosswalk and thought 
the man had stopped. She 
said she went through the 
crosswalk and struck the 
man.  The officer went to 
the hospital to speak with 
the victim. He said the 
driver did not stop at the 
stop sign at the crosswalk 
and struck him.

6:09 p.m. – To Drury Ln. for 
a report of an assault. One 
male was charged with as-
sault and another with dis-
orderly conduct.

6:55 p.m. – To the area of 
Franklin & Crawford for a 
report of a disturbance. 
One juvenile was charged 
with assault.

Tuesday 12/20

12:22 a.m. – Traffic stop on 
Nutmeg at Skylark. The 
plates were registered to 
another vehicle. The driver 
said that he bought the ve-
hicle on 11/4/16. He was 
given a verbal warning for 
fictitious plates and was 
cited for expired plates.

5:49 a.m. – An officer wit-
nessed an accident on N. 
Market at Staunton Rd. 

The at-fault driver was ar-
rested for an active war-
rant and turned over to 
Sidney PD. He was also 
cited for reasonable con-
trol, driving under suspen-
sion and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

10:51 a.m. – To Stephenson 
Dr. for a report of threats. A 
woman reported that she 
called the squad for a fe-
male friend who had over-
dosed. She said the friend 
was furious with her for 
calling the squad and has 
threatened to kill her. She 
was advised not to pick up 
the friend from the hospi-
tal, and if she arrived at her 
residence, she should call 
police. She was given infor-
mation to file for a protec-
tion order and referred to 
the abuse shelter.

1:25 p.m. – To W. Main 
St. for a private property 
accident. A woman re-
ported that someone had 
struck her vehicle while it 
was parked in a parking 
space. The suspect vehi-
cle was still parked next to 
her. While the officer was 
talking with her, the other 
driver arrived on the scene. 
She said she was pulling 
into a parking space and 
did not know she struck 
the other  vehicle. She 
said she heard a noise but 
thought it was another 
vehicle. Information was 
exchanged.

11:41 p.m. – Traffic stop on 
W. Market near Arthur Rd. 

The driver was found to be 
under suspension. She had 
driving privileges, but she 
was outside of them. She 
was cited for driving under 
suspension.

Wednesday 12/21

12:39 a.m. – Traffic stop on 
Adams St. near Staunton 
Rd. The plates on the vehi-
cle were registered to an-
other. The driver said she 
purchased the vehicle on 
8/8/16. She was advised 
that she was outside of the 
30 day window to transfer 
the plates. She was cited.

3:39 a.m. – Traffic stop on 
Crescent Dr. The driver was 
found to be suspended and 
the plates were expired 
with a request from VMB 
to confiscate the plates. 
The plates were confis-
cated and submitted to 
property.

8:36 a.m. – To Scott St. for 
a report of phone harass-
ment. A woman reported 
that her ex-boyfriend has 
been calling and harassing 
her. She said he has been 
calling and texting asking 
for property that he claims 
she has. The officer called 
him and advised that he 
is not to call or text her 
any more or he could be 
charged.

11 :49 a .m.  – To Upper 
Valley Medical Center for 
a report of a robbery. A 
man reported that he was 
robbed on S. Cherry ST. 

Since he was being treated 
at the hospital, he was 
asked to go to the Police 
Station so the case could 
be investigated.

12:12 p.m. – To Corporate 
Dr. for a report of an acci-
dent. A woman reported 
that she was on W. Main 
near I-75 when another 
vehicle struck her rear 
bumper. She said she gave 
the other driver her insur-
ance information, but the 
other driver did not have 
his information with him. 
She was advised that she 
should have called police 
from the scene of the ac-
cident. The other driver 
was located, and he said 
that his father had already 
given his insurance infor-
mation to the woman.

3:07 p.m. – To S. Market 
St. for a report of a theft. A 
woman reported that two 
subjects stole her wallet. 
They were not located. She 
called and cancelled her 
credit cards.

6:33 p.m. – To S. Walnut 
St. for a report of a theft. 
A woman reported that 
someone stole a package 
from her front porch.

Thursday 12/22

3:11 a.m. -  To S. Ridge Ave. 
for a report of telephone 
harassment. One individual 
was charged with phone 
harassment.

Monday 12/19

1:53 p.m. – To Fenner Rd. 
for a report of a theft. A 
woman reported that some-
one used her credit card to 
make a purchase online. 
The woman said she spoke 
with the merchant, but they 
would not give her any in-
formation, but would give it 
to law enforcement if they 
called. The deputy called, 
but the merchant said they 
needed a request on office 
letterhead.

4:42 p.m. – A deputy saw a 
man walking with a 3-wheel 
bike on Casstown Sidney 
Rd. The man said he was 
fired from his job on Sunday 
12/11/16 and had been 
walking to Sidney and New 
Carlisle looking for work. He 
said he is not a U.S. citizen 
and has no money and no 
place to stay. Immigration 
was contacted, and they 
suggested that the deputy 
check for bed space at a 
homeless shelter. He was 
taken to the soup kitchen.

5 : 4 5  p . m .  –  A  d e p u t y 
watched a vehicle speed up 
to beat the light on Archer 
at W. Market. He initiated a 
traffic stop at the next light. 
The driver said he had a 
Georgia license but did not 
have it with him. The dep-
uty ran his information and 
found that his Georgia li-
cense was expired and he 
had a suspended Ohio li-
cense. He was cited for a 
red light violation and driv-
ing under suspension.

Tuesday 12/20

9:44 a.m. – Traffic stop on 
Experiment Farm Rd. at 
Eldean Rd. The driver was 
found to be under suspen-
sion. He was cited and re-
leased to a licensed driver.

3:51 p.m. – To Jillane Dr. A 
man reported that someone 
has been using his mailing 
address for over six weeks. 
The subject has opened 
several bank accounts in 
the Cleveland area in the 
subject’s name. He said that 
he has notified his bank. He 
is not out any money and 
none of his personal infor-
mation has been used. He 
was advised to monitor 
his credit and to notify the 
Post Office to have the mail 
stopped.

4:17 p.m. – To Horseshoe 
Bend Rd. to assist  Troy 
Detectives arrest a suspect 
in a Troy robbery. The sus-
pect was located and ar-
rested by Troy Detectives 
and they transported him to 
the Troy Police Dept.

8:35 p.m. – To Heritage Dr. 
to confirm the address of 
a registered sex offender. 
A man who answered the 
door said that he and his 
wife moved into the home 
the previous Saturday. He 
did not know the subject 
nor when he moved out or 

where he is now located.

Wednesday 12/21

7:14 p.m. – To Laurel Creek 
Dr. for a report of a suspi-
cious individual. A pizza 
delivery driver said that he 
dropped a cigarette on his 
floor and it started to burn 
the floor mat. He said the 
smell made him sick and 
dizzy, so he laid down in 
a yard. Troy Medics were 
called, but he did not wish 
to be transported. The RP 
was advised of the situation 
and that the vehicle would 
be parked until the owner 
could pick it up. The driver 
was given a ride to his place 
of employment.

8:44 p.m. -  Traffic stop on 
Eldean Rd. at Piqua Troy 
Rd. The driver was cited for 
driving under suspension.

9:31 p.m. – To S. County Rd. 
25A for a report of a distur-
bance. A woman reported 
that a man kicked her out 
of the house and wouldn’t 
give her purse containing 
her medication back to her. 
She was allowed to search 
the house but was unable 
to locate it. Both parties 
had been drinking, and the 
male half said that it was an 
online girlfriend date gone 
bad. He said she did not 
live there. She had a friend 
come pick her up.

Thursday 12/22

2:21 p.m. – To S. County Rd. 
25A for a report of a theft. 
A woman reported that 
her nephew stole her cell 
phone, and she wanted him 
charged with theft. There 
was probable cause for the 
charge. A warrant was re-
quested because his ad-
dress is at large.

4:14 p.m. – To W. Main St. 
to serve a protection order. 
The subject was advised 
to immediately vacate the 
residence and turn over all 
Christmas presents he had 
in his vehicle. He packed 
enough clothes to last a few 
days, took them to his ve-
hicle and took presents out 
of his trunk and put them 
in the residence. He then 
left. The petitioner was ad-
vised that he had left and 
her house key was on the 
kitchen table.

9:59 p.m. – Traffic stop on 
Stonyridge at Staunton. 
The K9 was called but did 
not alert. Consent to search 
was given, but nothing ille-
gal was found. The driver 
was given a warning for an 
equipment violation.

Friday 12/23

2:52 a.m. – To W. Main St. 
to assist Troy Police with a 
report of a disturbance. A 
male subject was taken into 
custody by Troy Police and 
charged with domestic vi-
olence, resisting arrest and 
OVI.

Miami County Sheriff 
Reports

Troy Police Reports

Overfield Tavern Forms New Non-Profit
The Overfield Tavern 

Museum is pleased to an-
nounce the formation of a 
new charitable non-profit 
corporation, The Overfield 
Tavern Museum Foun-
dation.   Funds support 
the preservation, mainte-
nance, operation and de-
velopment of The Over-
field Tavern Museum and 
its educational programs.

An exciting opportuni-
ty to quadruple donations 
to the Overfield Tavern 
Museum is available at 
this time.  The Troy Foun-
dation’s governing board 
recently set aside $45,700 
to use as matching funds 
for gifts made to 501(c)(3) 
organizations serving the 
needs in Troy.  Under their 
program, each gift of up to 

$250 to a 501(c)(3) organi-
zation will be matched by 
the Troy Foundation.   The 
Troy Foundation would 
double the original gift and 
distribute a check to the re-
cipient organization in the 
donor’s name.  The Match-
ing Gift Fund will remain 
in effect until the funds set 
aside are depleted.

If the Overfield Tav-

ern Museum is named as 
the recipient, the dona-
tion will be redoubled by 
a private benefactor.   For 
example, a $250 donation 
that is matched by the 
Troy Foundation becomes 
a $500 donation to the 
Overfield Tavern Museum.  
The donation will then be 
doubled by a private bene-
factor.

Attorney General Warns of  Family Emergency Scams
Ohio Attorney Gener-

al Mike DeWine warned 
Ohioans to beware of family 
emergency scams. Several 
Ohioans have reported los-
ing thousands of dollars to 
the scam in recent weeks.

In the scam, con artists 
pose as relatives or friends 
and claim they need money 
right away to help with an 
emergency, such as getting 
out of jail or paying attorney 
fees after getting into a car 
accident. The most common 
version of the scam is the 
“grandparent scam,” which 
targets grandparents, but 
the scam also can affect par-
ents, aunts, uncles, and fam-
ily friends, among others.

“This is a horrible scam,” 
Attorney General DeW-
ine said. “Con artists prey 
on people’s worst fears that 
something bad has hap-
pened to a loved one. They 
try to scare people into 
sending money right away. 
Once they get your money, 
they’re gone and the mon-
ey’s gone.”

Since November, the 

Ohio Attorney General’s Of-
fice has received more than 
20 complaints about the 
scam. The average reported 
loss was over $6,000.

In a typical variation of 
the scam, a grandparent re-
ceives a call claiming that a 
grandchild was in a car ac-
cident or found with drugs 
and needs money to cover 
bail or attorney fees.  The 
grandparent is told to go the 
store, buy a gift card, and 
provide the card numbers 
over the phone, which al-
lows the scammer to drain 
the card’s funds. In another 
variation of the scam, par-
ents receive a call claiming 
their son or daughter has 
been kidnapped and is be-
ing held hostage. They are 
told to pay ransom to allow 
their child to return home 
safely.

Scammers generally tell 
their targets to pay using 
wire transfers, money or-
ders, or gift cards. In some 
cases, after victims buy gift 
cards and provide the card 
numbers over the phone, 

they are told to mail the 
(drained) cards somewhere 
else. This makes it harder to 
report or stop the scam.

Tips to prevent family 
emergency scams include:

• Communicate with 
your family members. Talk 
to your family about scams 
and discuss how you would 
communicate during a true 
emergency.  

• Verify a caller’s claims. 
If you receive a call about a 
family member in trouble, 
contact someone else, such 
as the person’s parents, to 
determine the person’s lo-
cation and whether the per-
son truly needs your help. 
Be wary if the caller asks 
you not to contact any oth-
er family members. This is 
a tactic used by scammers. 
When in doubt, ask ques-
tions only your real family 
members would know how 
to answer, such as the last 
time you saw each other.  

• Limit sharing infor-
mation online. Don’t post 
upcoming travel plans or 
detailed personal informa-

tion online, and encourage 
your family members to 
take similar precautions. 
Scammers may use informa-
tion available online to learn 
more about their targets and 
to make their ploys seem 
more believable. Check your 
account privacy settings on 
social media and limit who 
can view your information.  

• Be wary of specific 
payment requests. If some-
one tells you that you must 
pay using a gift card, pre-
paid reloadable card, money 
transfer, or cash, it may be a 
scam. These payment meth-
ods are difficult to trace and 
are used regularly in scams. 
Once the money is sent, it is 
very difficult to recover. 

The Ohio Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office warns consum-
ers about scams and offers 
a variety of educational ma-
terials, including a phone 
scams checklist. To learn 
more or to report scams to 
the Ohio Attorney General’s 
Office, visit www.OhioPro-
tects.org or call 800-282-
0515.

Property Address Transfer Date Price Seller Buyer

1335 Imperial Ct  12/13  $236,002.00  Farmers State Bank  Land Cherie & Bruce E

1330 Imperial Ct  12/13  $236,002.00  Farmers State Bank  Land Bruce E & Cherie K

1320 Imperial Ct  12/13  $236,002.00  The Farmers State Bank  Land Bruce E & Cherie K

1353 Imperial Ct  12/13  $123,000.00  Dk Rh Properties Llc  Land Bruce E & Cherie K

1207 Ridgewood Dr  12/13  $215,000.00  Welbaum Jeffrey M & Margaret A  Wert J Douglas

781 N Dorset Rd  12/13  $149,000.00  Puterbaugh Chad  Rich Marella S

1232 Waterbury Pl  12/14  $132,000.00  Heitzman Sherry L Jackson Becky R Trustee

511 Virginia Ave  12/15  $36,000.00  Angle Jacqueline M & Donald E  The Middlefield Banking Company

414 Lake St  12/15 $78,500.00  Setty Justin R  Weitzel Eugene F & Peggy A

607 S Market St  12/15  $56,500.00  Stahl Joshua & Sharon  Sando Family Properties Llc

607 S Market St  12/15  $56,500.00  Stahl Joshua & Sharon  Sando Family Properties Llc

1017 W Race St  12/15  $106,000.00  Griswold Spencer & Rebecca  Knife Kent & @(4) 

1349 Sussex Rd  12/15  $109,900.00  Smith Christiana Katlyn  Mertz Janina A

736 Lymington Rd  12/15  $122,000.00  Francis Mark D  Heitzman Sherry L

1203 S Mulberry St  12/16  $137,500.00  Walters Rodney D  Circle Julia K & Andrew S

2263 E Murphy Ln  12/16  $162,500.00  Dasal Benjamin Tyler & Whitney D  Heath Brock A & Leyla M 

407 S Williams St  12/16  $49,000.00  Chaney Bryan C  Brown Bethany M

906 Catalpa Cr  12/16  $137,000.00  Kucic Michelle K  Dilworth Steven D & Pamela S

25 N Oxford St  12/16  $25,245.00  Improve Troy Ltd  Elam Robert J & Deborah N

509 W Franklin St  12/16  $75,000.00  Cutcher Billie  Boyd Mark Wayne

509 W Franklin St  12/16  $75,000.00  Cutcher Billie  Boyd Mark Wayne

W Franklin St  12/16  $75,000.00  Cutcher Billie  Boyd Mark Wayne

3314 Heatherstone Dr  12/19  $327,690.00  Heath Brock & @(3)  Nvr Inc

328 S Market St  12/19  $188,000.00  Hockenberry Bart A & Jennifer E  Peters Gregory L & Elizabeth E

200 S Monroe St  12/19  $27,000.00  Witmer Carly & Hugh Kelly  Safe Harbor Ministries

1022 Walker St  12/19  $65,000.00  Schommer Steven A  Furrow Allen J

Local Property Transfers
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Art Exhibit Featuring Troy Alumni Coming to Hayner
The Troy-Hayner Cultural 

Center is pleased to be host-
ing, stARTed in Troy: Artwork 
from Troy High School Alumni, 
a fine art exhibit featuring the 
works of Troy High School 
graduates who are working as 
professional artists. The ex-
hibit will run from January 6 
through February 12, 2017. 
The Hayner Center is locat-
ed at 301 West Main Street in 
Troy, Ohio. The reception and 

exhibit are free and open to the 
public.

stARTed in Troy: Artwork 
from Troy High School Alum-
ni will include works by Tim 
Bowers, Gabbie Braun, Alex 
Klein, Dana Leonard, Col-
leen McCulla, Kris Meigs, 
Chris Rank,  Bill Smith, Seth 
VanKirk, Tony Weber, and 
Lee Woolery, as well as others. 
A variety of media will be in-
cluded in this exciting exhibit 

by Troy’s homegrown artists. 
The opening reception, on Fri-
day, January 6 from 5:00 pm to 
6:45 pm, is a great way to catch 
up with several of these Troy 
graduates and get personal in-
sight into their artwork.

The Troy-Hayner Cultural 
Center is proudly supported 
by the citizens of the Troy City 
School District through a local 
tax levy and generous gifts to 
the Friends of Hayner.

Troy-Hayner Cultural Cen-
ter is located at 301 West Main 
Street, Troy, OH 45373. Hours 
of operation are Monday 7:00 
p.m. – 9:00 p.m., Tuesday – 
Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m., 
Friday & Saturday 9:00 a.m. 
– 5:00 p.m., and Sunday 1:00 
p.m. – 5:00 p.m. The Hayner 
Center is closed on holidays. 
For more information, please 
visit www.troyhayner.org or 
call (937) 339-0457.

Concord Township Trustees Approve Christmas Tree Pickup

County Approves 
Budget, Tipp Tax 
Abatement

Still Time to 
See Exhibit 
and Christmas 
Decorations at 
Hayner Center

By Bonnie L. McHenry

At the December 20, 
2016 meeting of the Con-
cord Township Trustees, the 
trustees approved a motion 
for the Concord Township 
Road Crew to pick up Christ-
mas Trees this year. Pickup 
dates start on December 27, 
2016 and run through Janu-
ary 13, 2017. All decorations 
must be removed from the 

trees and they should not be 
placed in a plastic bag. The 
road crew will take the trees 
to the Miami County Sani-
tary Engineer to be ground 
into mulch.

Road Superintendent 
Neil Rhoades said, “The ice 
storm we had on Saturday 
was the worst I have ever 
seen.” He also reported that 
he had a minor accident on 
Peters Road while salting the 

streets. He said, “The truck 
slid sideways into a vehicle 
that was already stuck on the 
hill. I called the insurance 
agent. There was little visi-
ble damage to either vehicle. 
I also slid off the side of the 
road on Barnhart several 
times, but the truck stopped 
when it hit the grass.”

In addition, Rhoades re-
ported that the alternator 
went out on one of the trucks 

and the gas turbo went out 
on the other truck. The alter-
nator has been fixed; howev-
er, the other truck is still out 
of commission. He also re-
ported that a semi is parked 
on Rosewood that needs to 
be moved to prevent prob-
lems when the crews are salt-
ing and plowing.

In new business, the 
trustees approved the 2017 
Temporary Appropriations. 

The permanent appropria-
tions cannot be made until 
Fiscal Officer Pat Quillen 
receives the amended certif-
icate from the auditor, which 
will not be until April 2017.  

Trustee Don Pence said, 
“The Township should see 
less money used from the 
general fund this year be-
cause we don’t have expen-
sive capital improvement 
projects planned for 2017.’

They also approved wage 
increases for full time staff 
and seasonal help. They ap-
proved a 3% wage increase 
for full-time staff and a $.25 
increase for returning sea-
sonal staff.

The next meeting of the 
Concord Township Trustees 
is scheduled for December 
29, 2016 at 12:00 p.m. to 
close out the business for the 
year.

By Nancy Bowman

Miami County commis-
sioners Dec. 22 approved 
2017 county spending that 
includes 2 percent increas-
es in salary accounts in the 
general fund for non-union 
employees. 

The commission also 
voted at the same meeting 
to approve an enterprise 
zone agreement that would 
allow tax abatement for a 
new plastics manufacturer 
looking to locate in Tipp 
City.

The commissioners said 
the budget also includes 
salary increases for elected 
officials as approved by the 
Ohio General Assembly.

The overall budget ap-
propriations for all county 
funds total more than $94 
million. The general fund 
appropriations are just over 
$31 million.

The appropriations ap-
proved are 1.7 percent more 
than approved for 2016. 

The commission said 
employee salary increases 
were possible because of 
conservative spending and 
dedicated employees.

“We certainly hope that 
their good work contin-
ues and we certainly thank 
them for their effort,” Com-
missioner Jack Evans said.

Despite a positive finan-
cial position the commis-
sion will keep an eye on 
revenue in 2017, particular-
ly the sales tax with chang-
es coming in the taxing of 
Medicare services. Those 
changes are projected to 
cost the county $800,000 in 
sales tax income for 2017.

“We have some con-
cerns about reductions in 
revenues next year with 
the change in the sales tax 
for Medicare services and 
also how it affects the local 
government fund. We will 
keep a watchful eye on that,” 
Commissioner John “Bud” 
O’Brien said.

In other business, the 
commission gave its approv-
al to the proposed 12-year, 
75 percent tax abatement 
sought by Gateway Plastics 
for its proposed Tipp City 
manufacturing plant.

The abatement was ap-
proved previously by the 
Tipp City council and the 
Tipp City schools board of 
education.

The company applied for 
the abatement through the 
city enterprise zone pro-
gram this fall. It proposed a 
$30 million project includ-
ing a 300,000 square foot fa-
cility off North Third Street 
where food grade plastics 
for products such as lids for 
Kraft salad dressing bottles 
would be made.

The company pledged 
to create 200 full time jobs 
over three years. The proj-
ect would begin April 1 and 
be completed by March 31, 
2018, the commission was 
told.

“Anytime you bring 
in a new business in the 
community, that is a good 
thing,” Commissioner Rich-
ard Cultice said.

“I certainly want to com-
mend Tipp City for your ef-
forts in bringing this to our 
community. I think, if all 
goes as planned, that’s a tre-
mendous asset,” Evans said.

There is still time to see 
the holiday decorations and 
Christmas Legends exhib-
it at Troy-Hayner Cultural 
Center. The Hayner Center 
is located at 301 West Main 
Street in Troy, Ohio. There is 
no cost to see the decorations 
and exhibit that will be on 
display through December 
31st.

Every area of the beauti-
ful Hayner mansion features 
delightful Christmas deco-
rations by many talented in-
dividuals. This year’s decora-
tors include:

The Courtyard, East 
Room, Hall, & Lower Stair-
case: Mary Nilsen, Rich 
Nilsen, Donna Crosier, Josh 
Howard, Vicky Hand, Car-
olyn Kniesley, Gwen Kouts, 
Diana Rench, Sue Oda, & 
Madonna Corwin

The Upper Staircase & 
Window Seat: Jackie Boyd, 
Pam Voisard, Joyce Mc-
Nemar, Brenda Rice, Judy 
Fiessinger, & with contribu-
tions by Meghan Fiessinger, 
Lauren Fiessinger, Makenzie 
Ellerman, & Kelsea Ellerman

The Fulker-Nichols Gal-
lery: The 3 Wierd Sisters 
Studio - Kelly Rank, Ginger 
Godfrey, Doris Richards, & 
Kim Montgomery

The Solarium: Dawn Flo-
ry, Kaitlyn Flory, & the Ho-
meschool Art Students

The Study: David Fair on 
the Square - David Fair, & 
Gina Griffith

The Parlor: Your Personal 
Florist - Lori Stotler

The Conference Room: 
James Novotny & Sheila 
Fulks

The Ball Room: Miami 
County Herb Society - Geor-
gia Bayman, Sue Deeter, 
Norv Deeter, Carol Gross, 
Cindi Cooper, Jan Mescher, 
June Nakayama, Joanna Pit-
tenger, Jane Malafa, Dave 
Werts, Wanda Trembley, 
Thaleia Maher. Nutcracker 
collection is courtesy Sandy 
Fisher. Ballerina collection is 
courtesy Cynthia Shreffler

The Art Studio: Kim Clif-
ton, Carol Bellas, & Dawn 
Flory

Have you ever wondered 
why we decorate Christmas 
Trees or hang stockings at 
Christmas? Christmas Leg-
ends is an exhibit that ex-
plains how certain traditions 
began. Judy Deeter, Presi-
dent of The Troy Historical 
Society and the Overfield 
Tavern Museum, curated 
this interesting and informa-
tive exhibit. Julie McMiller 
and Gerri Nichols assisted 
Judy Deeter in curating the 
display. The Hayner Center 
would like to extend special 

Commissioners make hire, 
OK agreement

The Miami County commission-
ers Dec. 22 approve an agreement 
with Professional Archaeological 
Services Team of Plain City to con-
duct an archaeological review re-
quired for a West Milton sidewalk 
project being paid for in part with 
grant money.

The company will do either a 
phase one survey or an archival re-
view/field visit of the project site, 
as approved by the Ohio Historic 
Preservation Office. The maximum 
cost approved was $1,418.

The review was required as part 
of the use of Community Develop-
ment Block Grant funds, the com-
mission was told.

In other business last week, the 
commission OK’d the hiring of Mi-
chael Williams as a maintenance 
technician 2 for the facilities and 
operations department.

City officials thank crews
City leaders thanks city crews for 

their response to difficult weathers 
conditions Dec. 17 and 18 during 
city council’s last meeting of 2016 
on Dec. 19.

Mayor Mike Beamish and Patrick 
Titterington extended thanks for 
the effort during what Titterington 

described as an “eventful week-
end” of rain, ice and snow. Council 
President Marty Baker asked when 
crews responded to conditions not-
ing that once crews were on the 
streets they did a good job.

Titterington said response was 
difficult because of changing con-
ditions throughout the weekend.

In other comments, Beamish 
thanked the Miami Valley Veterans 
Museum for special thanks given to 
the city for its support. The recog-
nition was extended during a muse-
um celebration program for veter-
ans and invited guests.

The mayor also extended holi-
day greetings.

By Nancy Bowman
Trib Briefs

Wagmore
Pet Salon

Professional Cuts with 
a Personal Touch

Susan Kinser, 
Professional Groomer
235 S. Market St.

335-9247
Call or Text

Business Directory
Attorneys Insurance

Pet Grooming

Advertise your business in the Tribune 
Business Directory. Your business will be 
exposed to over 5000 readers each and 
every week. 
For more information, call 669-2040 or 
email editor@troytrib.com

Randal
A. Harvey
Attorney At Law

9 W. Water St.
335-3666

Having trouble with a 
bankruptcy?

rharvey@bizwoh.rr.com
Serving Troy since 1986

Barber Shops

Cheryl’s 
Barber Shop
908 Amelia Ave.

Tue-Fri 8-7
Sat 8-8

Closed Sun, Mon

Serving You for over 

50 years

335-6171

Vicky L. Warner
Agent

MetLife
Property, Casualty and 

Life Insurance
81 Robin Hood Ln.

Suite B, Troy
440-0400

What To Do in Troy
World Race 
for Hope 5K

January 1, 1:30 p.m.
This is a great race 

for an exceptional cause 
(ending slavery) and also 
a fantastic way to start 
the new year. The race 
for 2017 will start and fin-
ish at First Place Chris-
tian Center in Downtown 
Troy.

The race supports 
anti-trafficking organiza-
tions in the Dayton area 
and around the world.

Friday Night Movies 
at the Hayner

January 6, 7:30 p.m.
Troy-Hayner 

Cultural Center
Friday Night Movies at 

the Hayner Center fea-
ture classic movies with 
an introduction to the 
film, café style seating, 
and popcorn and soft 
drinks. All films begin at 
7:30 p.m. and are free 
and open to the public.

This Friday’s movie 
is Dead Poets Society 
(1989)

The film series is in-
tended for mature view-
ers and may not be ap-

propriate for children 
under 13.

Color and Coffee 
at the Library

January 10, 1:00 p.m.
Troy-Miami County 

Public Library
Join the Troy Library 

for coffee and coloring. 
Take a stress break and 
enjoy a cup of coffee 
while coloring away the 
day’s anxiety at 1:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, January 10. 
The coloring pages, col-
ored pencils, and coffee 
will be provided.\

The Troy-Miami Coun-

ty Public Library is lo-
cated at 419 West Main 
Street in Troy, Ohio. For 
more information, call 
937-339-0502 ext. 117.

Dulcimer Concert
January 13, 

7:30-9:00 p.m.
Troy-Hayner Cultural 

Center
The Mountain Dulci-

mer Society of Dayton 
Concert featuring  Dana 
and Hank Gruber

Please call 937-339-
0457 or visit www.troy-
hayner.org for more in-
formation.

105 W. Market St. 
Troy, OH 

LauriesFlooring.com
440-8800

BLINDS & SHADES

k TIME continued on Page 7

City Office 
Holiday Closings

Troy City offices will 
be closed in observance 
of the New Year’s holi-
day on Monday, January 
2, 2017.

 City refuse collec-
tion and curbside recy-
cling will be on schedule 
Monday – Friday.

 Refuse and recycling 
is to be placed out for 
pickup no later than 

7:00 a.m. on the day of 
collection.

Questions related to 
the refuse and recycling 
schedules are referred 
to the Central Mainte-
nance & Service Facility 
at 335-1914.

Troy City Council 
will meet on Tuesday, 
January 3, 2017 at 7:00 
p.m.
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Driver Inattention
Tis’ the season to be hap-

py and full of cheer.  We have 
shopping to do, parties to at-
tend and school Christmas 
pageants.  The little ones are 
full of energy and all gid-
dy over the impending visit 
by Santa Claus.  Although I 

don’t have one of them thar 
smarty phones, I see a lot of 
people talking on them while 
driving a hunk of metal at 
speeds fast enough to kill an 
elephant.

Just Monday I was pull-
ing into a left turn only lane 
when a truck turned off Main 
St. at a high rate of speed.  
The driver was talking on his 
smarty phone and pulled left 
of the double yellow lines and 

came at me head on.  Making 
a face at me the driver jerk-
ed back into the southbound 
lane without looking to see if 
the lane was clear.  The man 
then turned into a bar park-
ing lot.  As I am want to do, I 
kept track and watched as the 
man exited his truck, still on 
the phone and speed walked 
into the bar.

A friend of mine told 
me he witnessed two vehi-
cles run red lights while the 
drivers were talking on their 
phones.  Somebody running 

a red light with a resulting 
side impact will kill or seri-
ously maim a person at low 
speeds, let alone a vehicle go-
ing 35-50 mph which is the 
common speeding tickets in 
a through highway.

Just because you don’t see 
a sign that tells you to stay in 
your lane, the Ohio Revised 
Code considers pavement 
markings as traffic control 
devices.  So if you disobey 
the yellow lines and decide 
to use the northbound turn 
lane as your southbound 

turn lane, you are still in vi-
olation of “Failure to obey a 
traffic control device.”  The 
same as running a stop sign.  

If involved in a traffic ac-
cident and you are found to 
be at fault, it will be your in-
surance that pays the damag-
es, it will be your rates that go 
up and if you have a million 
dollar policy, you will still be 
responsible for any damag-
es about that million dollars 
if awarded for lifetime care.  
Those damages can run into 
the tens of millions.  That is 

a lot of money to pay out for 
one moment of inattention 
resulting in a minor misde-
meanor ticket.

And if you are the one 
with a lifelong injury, do you 
want to be in pain or lose a 
limb or two and be unable 
to take care of your family.  I 
have seen these people who 
also must suffer depression 
and pain killer addictions.  
Please take driving a vehicle 
seriously and wait to make 
that phone call.  Life is too 
short to live it in grief.

BY SGT. JJ MAURO
TIPP CITY POLICE RETIRED

Tip of the Week
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Gardening Commentary
from MVG

Planting basics
There will be many trees and 

shrubs planted this spring by home 
owners to improve the appear-
ance of their pr operty and for their 
personal enjoyment. It is pleasur-
able but also time consuming to 
go to your favorite nursery or gar-
den center to make your selections, 
take the plants home and then get 
them planted. Then consider the 
cost of the plants, soil amendments 
and the time that will be spent wa-
tering and taking care of any new 
additions. All this is flushed if some 
very basic planting techniques are 
not followed when we are actu-
ally planting trees and shrubs or 
properly maintaining them for the 
months that follow. This invest-
ment can be secured and protected 
by following the basics of planting.

 We should prepare a $100 dol-

lar hole when we are planting*. To 
do this the plant should be plant-
ed in an area where the soil is well 
drained. You can test the drainage 
by digging a small hole 8” deep and 
filling it with water to see how fast 
it is absorbed into the ground. This 
water should be absorbed within a 
couple of hours and certainly not 
longer than 12 hours. If this doesn’t 
occur there could be a problem 
having plants grow well or even 
survive in this area. Next, when 
digging the hole, be sure it is 18” 
wider, 9” on each side of the root 
ball to the edge of the hole. That’s 
right, the hole needs to be much 
wider than the root mass, and the 
hole should never “fit” the root 
ball like a glove. Never dig the hole 
deeper than the root ball, that’s the 
good news. We should not dig the 
hole deeper or loosen the soil under 
the plant because we do not want 

to risk the plant settling after it is 
planted. 

 Once the hole is prepared it is 
time to double check for prop-
er depth by placing the plant in 
the hole. The top of the plant root 
ball should be about an inch above 
the edge of the hole. Remove any 
pot from the plant. Remove bur-
lap from around the top of the root 
ball once it is in the hole. [Be sure 
that the root ball of any container 
plant is well watered before plant-
ing.] Once you have all the “hole” 
items double checked it is time to 
combine one third of the best soil 
removed from the hole with a form 
or organic matter like Canadian 
sphagnum peat moss, your own 
compost, Sweet Peet® or Grow-
er’s Choice pine fines. Any of these 
materials will improve your soil so 
the roots of the new plant will be 
able to spread easily into the sur-

rounding soil and keep the back fill 
from becoming compacted. Espo-
ma’s Bio Tone® starter plus should 
be incorporated with the back fill. 
Use any extra soil to make a saucer 
around the planting hole to retain 
water when watering the plant in 
the future.

 Now that the plant is “planted” 
it is time to water adequately so 
the root ball and all the backfill is 
completely hydrated. Water slowly 
until the hole is totally filled with 
water. The next time it will be nec-
essary to water will be determined 
by the weather but normally at 
least once a week for the next cou-
ple of months.

 Your gardening team, Meadow View 
Growers *for more planting info go to: 

 http://meadowview.com/wp-content/
uploads/2012/08/PlantingGuide_Guaran-

tee2016.pdf

At Home 
by Connie Moore

 Frog Walk-Miami 
County

 It’s April. Time for a frog walk.
 If you’re not sure about what that 

is, here’s a clue. Medway has a cor-
ner where the nightly din of hun-
dreds of frogs and peepers can be 
heard as one sits at the traffic light 
at Lower Valley Pike and Gerlaugh 
Road.

 A frog walk is much more than 
sounds carried on nightly air 
though. Our neighbor, Miami 
County Park District holds its an-
nual Frog Walk on April 15 at Garb-
ry Big Woods Sanctuary, south of 
Fletcher. At 8:30 pm, registered 
participants will join a park dis-
trict naturalist and head into an 
evening full of croaks, ribbets, 
cheeps, peeps and otherwise frog-
gy sounds. As sundown slowly 
seeps into the woods, flashlights 
will pick up tiny eyes and a few 
splashes as amphibious residents 
take note of their human visitors.

 For details and registration go 
to the website for Miami County 

Parks and look under programs/
events. A calendar will come up. 
Find the Frog Walk, click on and 
register. Take note of instructions 
for time, parking, appropriate 
shoes and flashlight. To speak with 
a person, call the Admin/Office at 
937-335-6273.

 If you’re not a night person, by all 
means visit the sanctuary during 
the day when you can see and hear 
all the earth has to offer in a place 
where birds and wildlife are abun-
dant. Staying on the boardwalk is a 
must. Go slow. Breathe in a differ-
ent kind of air. Listen to a differ-
ent kind of voice. Take your time, 
benches are there for a reason.

 The first time my mother and I 
visited the sanctuary, Ohio’s offi-

cial wildflowers, the great white 
trillium, were at their best. Mom 
had an affinity for wildflowers 
and wrote below her photograph 
of them, “White trillium in abun-
dance, in all my life, have not seen 
such profusion.”

 That was back in 1999. Seven-
teen years later the wildflowers are 
still amazing and are the earth’s 
reminders of Mom and her love of 
all living things. When Doug and 
I visited the sanctuary this past 
week, life was in high gear. As 
chickadees, nuthatches, song spar-
rows, and all sorts of woodpeck-
ers moved about, overhead a pair 
of red tail hawks drifted in circles 
on swirling, warm, soft air cur-
rents. From all directions came the 

croaks of frogs.
 Besides trillium, spring beauties 

dotted the forest floor. Green leaves 
were beginning to open on haw-
thorn, American elm and horn-
beam trees. Green, green moss 
grew up between the boardwalk 
boards and around trees. Even the 
occasional butterfly was to be seen.

 The point of a sanctuary is to 
provide a place for local birds and 
wildlife to live in safety. For hu-
mans it can be a place of retreat and 
calmness. Sitting on one of the nu-
merous benches provided along 
the boardwalk brings that feeling 
of calm into focus. It is a world of 
meditating and hope and sounds 
of a real life that is worlds beyond 
anything outside the sanctuary’s 
a cres.

 Miami County has fourteen re-
serves listed where one can find 
that calmness, that hope and all 
those frogs and spring peepers 
making it known that it’s time to 
be out and about. This land is at its 
best. 

Pet of the 
Week
By the Humane Society Serving 

Clark County 

Are you looking for the perfect 
garden gal? Meet Rosey the 65 lb 
Lab mix. She may have a little pit-
ty in her, but gal is just too sweet 
for words. She would prefer to be 
an only dog.

Planning to attend the Tail-a-
bration on May 21 at Snyder Park 
to help the Humane Society raise 
funds for the spay and neuter 
clinic, Rosey can be your date.

Rosey has been provided with 
all of her shots, has been spayed 
and microchipped. Her adop-
tion fee is just $70 which includes 
her license as you know, all of 
our featured adoptable pets are 
ready to go home when you visit 
our shelter at 5201 Urbana Road. 
Open Monday - Saturday 12 - 5. 

Learn more about the 5K Fun 
Run / Walk to be held on May 21 
for dogs and humans too. The 
grass route also features a one 
mile option. Visit The Humane 
Society Serving Clark Coun-
ty on Facebook or register on 
Eventbrite by searching Tailabra-
tion. Just $25 includes a t-shirt 
and access to vendors, activities 
and more. Demonstrations and 
kids activities begin at 11 am.

Financial Focus
Provided by Matt Buehrer, Thrivent Financial

You bought the policy…now what?
Knowing your policies supports 

healthy financial strategies

Purchasing proper insurance 

coverage is an important part of a 

healthy financial picture. Howev-

er, with many policies, staying en-

gaged ensures you have adequate 

coverage as your life changes.

As life changes, your insurance 

needs can also change. Particu-

larly with long-term care insur-

ance, reviewing your coverage 

on an ongoing basis helps en-

sure you and your loved ones are 

financially protected from risks 

associated with extended medi-

cal needs. If you bought coverage 

10 years ago for example, meet-

ing with a financial professional 

to make sure the policy still offers 

the protection you need for now 

and the future is essential to you 

and your family.

Some policies, like whole life in-

surance, require minimal engage-

ment after purchase. If those pol-

icies are attractive to you, your 

financial professional can help 

guide you toward an option that 

best meets your needs.

A good plan is to meet with your 

financial professional for insur-

ance “check-ups” annually. A fi-

nancial professional can help you 

assess if the policies are still ap-

propriate and are fulfilling their 

appropriate role in your personal 

financial strategy. They are also 

abreast on the latest changes in 

the regulatory landscape and can 

help guide you toward newer op-

tions that are often created as fi-

nancial regulations change.

When you review your policies, 

Thrivent Financial recommends 

asking these questions:

•  What kind of financial protec-

tion do I need?

•  Do I have the right amount and

type of insurance?

•  Do I have the right beneficiaries

designated?

• Is my family aware of my poli-

cies?

• Do I have other financial areas

that require attention and pro-

tection?

• Is my level of coverage appro-

priate?

•  Am I clear on the terms of my

contract?

These types of meetings can

ensure that when it comes time 

to collect benefits on your poli-

cy, everything meets your expec-

tations.

As it is appropriate, you should 

also review pertinent policies that 

family members hold and make 

sure they’re still appropriate. 

Raising the subject may create 

some momentary awkwardness, 

but it is far better to discuss poli-

cies and options ahead of time to 

ensure that nothing is missed or 

forgotten when it comes time to 

claim insurance benefits.

Some sample questions in-

clude:

• Do you have insurance cover-

age? If so, what kind?

•  Where can we find your policy

information in case you need

help from us if/when you acti-

vate your policy?

•  How can we contact your finan-

cial professional? Your insur-

ance company?

• Are there any special require-

ments in your policy that we

should know about?

Taking the time to evaluate your 

coverage and talk with your family 

about your insurance policies is a 

good way to make sure your ben-

efits meet your expectations and 

are there when needed.

Columns & Opinion

Tipp of the

Week 
BY SGT. JJ MAURO 

TIPP CITY POLICE RETIRED

Police Burnout
A law enforcement officer (LEO) 

of about 15 years’ experience flat 
out asked me how I keep a good at-
titude after being in police work so 
long. He/she was asking if I ever ex-
perienced a period of burnout in my 
career. Most importantly I did not 
slough it off with a shrug and unin-
terested attitude. I know this is a 
very serious question for a LEO and 
can lead to depression, drinking, and 
bad attitudes.

Rather than to tell my compatriot 
what he should do, I told him what 
I did. The very first burnout I expe-
rienced came in my second year 
as a police and came about by be-
ing sued in Civil Court. To find out 
that there are people out there who 
would want a police officer fired and 
to give them thousands of dollars for 
doing their job just devastated me. 
I thought I was supposed to be the 
good guy. Not the defendant.

A summary of the incident is that 
I was dispatched to assist a neigh-
boring PD with a bar fight. Finishing 
the bar fight I came out into the 
parking lot and found two officers 
of the other agency having trouble 
with a motorist. As we are trained to 

do, I stood by as back up. A mere traf-
fic violation turned into an arrest for 
disorderly conduct and then resisting 
arrest. 

The large subject had been a free-
dom fighter in his homeland and 
vowed no government would ever rule 
over him again. This man was a car-
diovascular surgeon. After an internal 
investigation by both police depart-
ments, all officers involved in the ar-
rest were cleared of any wrong doing. 
Witnesses on the scene testified that 
the police used great restraint and 
should have made a physical arrest 
much sooner.

The burnout came when as the law 
suit progressed; I became more and 
more worried about the possible con-
sequences. The doctor who sued the 
three officers wanted us fired and 
wanted a million dollars. Then it was a 
public apology and half a million. On 
the day the trial began it was an apol-
ogy in the judge’s chambers and attor-

ney fees. We all felt we had done noth-
ing wrong so we went to trial and won. 

Prior to the trial though, I developed 
a serious burnout. I made no traffic 
stops, made no arrests and became 
very surly. It did help a little to talk 
with a lawyer who was a part time po-
lice officer and he told me a jury would 
see the truth and find in our favor. But 
that was his opinion. When the trial 
finished, I was elated that the system 
worked. I learned a lot about how the 
courts work. Slowly my attitude re-
turned to normal and I was back ar-
resting people.

Another period of burn out occurred 
after about 10 years at Tipp City. 
Becoming disillusioned with the at-
titude of some other officers, I again 
went into a funk. Realizing I was al-
lowing the petty doings of others to 
influence me, I decided to re-dedicate 
myself. 

With renewed enthusiasm I began 
making traffic stops for certain vio-

lations. Window tints, loud mufflers 
along with people running red lights 
became my focus of attention. I still 
wrote the usual speeding cites and so 
on, but told myself anytime I witnessed 
a certain violation, I would make a traf-
fic stop. 

I also began working really hard in 
both elementary school zones. Parents 
and grandparents who allowed their 
children to run across the street with-
out using the crosswalk were stopped. 
Some parents would drive slowly down 
the street then suddenly stop and mo-
tion their child to run between parked 
cars and get in. Those would get cita-
tions. My motto became, “The safety 
of all the children is paramount to the 
convenience of your child.”

While working these school zones 
I would always have some children 
come out and run over to me to tell 
me the principle’s joke of the day. I still 
have some of those jokes written in my 
police notebook and tell the prisoners 

just to hear their groans. 
Now I am not saying my Italian tem-

per does not rise to the surface still 
to this day. I can be very mean when I 
have to. My attitude is now to enjoy life, 
enjoy work and work my way through 
any burnout periods. 

When you sit and stew on what irri-
tates you, time goes very slowly and 
nothing is solved. When you apply 
yourself to certain tasks, other op-
portunities will arise. A loud muffler 
stop may turn into a warrant arrest. 
Listening to a child’s joke may result in 
a hug that you will remember for a long 
time. 

Treating an inmate like a normal hu-
man being in a bad situation may re-
sult in a serious thank you at a later 
time after they have had time to think 
through their own problems. A burnout 
is a self-inflicted wound that does not 
need to happen but when it does, only 
you can work your way out of it. 

This article was prepared by Thrivent Financial for 
use by Tipp City representative Matt Buehrer. He 
has an office at 29 W Main Street in Tipp City and 
can also be reached at 937-667-8270.

About Thrivent Financial

Thrivent Financial is a financial services organi-
zation that helps Christians be wise with money 

and live generously. As a membership organiza-
tion, it offers its nearly 2.4 million member-own-
ers a broad range of products, services and 
guidance from financial representatives na-
tionwide. For more than a century it has helped 
members make wise money choices that reflect 
their values while providing them opportuni-
ties to demonstrate their generosity where they 

live, work and worship. For more information, 
visit Thrivent.com/why. You can also find us on 
Facebook and Twitter.

Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent 
Financial, the marketing name for Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Not all 
products are available in all states. Securities 

and investment advisory services are offered 
through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 
625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415, a 
FINRA and SIPC member and a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Thrivent. Thrivent Financial rep-
resentatives are registered representatives of 
Thrivent Investment Management Inc. They are 
also licensed insurance agents/producers of 

Thrivent. For additional important information, 
visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.

 -END-
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Making 
Sense of 
Health 
Insurance

What’s next for 
Health Care?

Everyone wants to know what 
our next health care system will look 
like? 

Donald Trump made it clear 
he’s going to repeal and replace 
Obamacare but hasn’t given us spe-
cifics.  At this point we can only 
speculate.

So let’s speculate….
Tom Price was selected as the 

Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices, which means he’ll be respon-
sible for the implementation of the 
Affordable Care Act.  Tom Price is a 
critic of the Affordable Care Act and 
has lead the charge to repeal and re-
place Obamacare.

There are several aspects of 
Obamacare that are low hanging 
fruit for Trump and Price.  For ex-
ample, the individual and employer 
mandates are unpopular and I ex-
pect them to be repealed quickly. 
The individual mandate penalizes 
individuals if they don’t buy insur-
ance.  The employer mandate pe-
nalizes companies with 50 or more 
employees that don’t buy insurance.  
Both mandates have low favorability 
and are easy targets for reform.

I also assume we’ll see an ex-
pansion of consumer-driven health 
plans like Health Savings Accounts.  
A consumer driven health plan is a 
health insurance plan that encour-
ages consumers to pay out-of-pock-
et for medical expenses but provides 
overhead protection against a cata-
strophic medical expense.  Consum-
er-driven health plans encourage 
people to become better consum-
ers of health care.  For example, if 
you sign up for a consumer-driven 
Health Savings Account you’ll pay 
out-of-pocket for doctors’ visits and 
medications.  You’re probably more 
likely to use a generic medication if 
you pay the actual cost of the drug 
rather than a co-pay.  Tom Price 
was a pioneer of Health Savings 
Accounts and I assume he will en-
courage them with tax breaks and 
subsidies.

We still don’t know how preexist-
ing medical conditions will be cov-
ered but most people think the the 
guaranteed-issue rules will remain.

At this point we can only specu-
late what our new system will look 
like.  But the selection of Tom Price 
for Health and Human Services 
should give us an idea of the direc-
tion.

Michael Dugan is a representative 
of Benefits Analysis Corporation, an 
independent health insurance agen-
cy in Troy Ohio. Michael Dugan is 
a licensed health insurance broker 
with an MBA in Health Care Man-
agement.  Benefits Analysis Corpo-
ration can be reached at 937-335-
5751 or mdugan@bacbroker.com or 
visit www.BenefitsAnalysis.com.

Provided by 
Michael Dugan, 

Benefits Analysis Corp.

Caring for 
House Plants 
this Winter 
Since we will be inside 

most of the time for the 
next couple of months let’s 
make our indoor environ-
ment better. This can be 
done by having plants that 
not only purify the air we 
are breathing but also feed 
our psyche. Consider hav-
ing one or more of the hol-
iday plants in your home 
or office. You may have 
purchased or received one 

of these seasonal plants 
recently, a Christmas cac-
tus, Cyclamen, Kalanchoe, 
Amaryllis, Peace Lilies or a 
Poinsettia. These are a few 
of the varieties of plants 
that are available now. You 
may have received one as a 
gift or for a house warming 
present or you may decide 
to purchase one soon.

Here are some things 
to consider so these plants 
do well and can be enjoyed 
for an extended period of 
time. They do better when 
given adequate light, mod-
erate temperature and are 
watered regularly. Proper 
watering and light con-
ditions are likely the two 

most challenging aspects 
of keeping plants healthy 
indoors. No need to be 
concerned about fertiliz-
ing for the first 4 weeks. 
Feed monthly to keep your 
plants growing well; avoid 
keeping the soil either too 
wet or too dry. We need 
to try and avoid these ex-
tremes by watering well 
when needed and then 
waiting a few days before 
watering again. Be sure the 
plant has good drainage 
and doesn’t sit in water for 
more than a few minutes, 
pour excess water out of 
the saucer or the roots will 
suffer from staying wet too 
long and begin to deterio-

rate. Be sure to poke holes 
in any pot cover and place 
your plant in a saucer. One 
way to tell if your plants 
need to be watered is to 
use the “one knuckle” test. 
Using your index finger, 
place it into the soil up to 
the first knuckle. If the soil 
feels damp to the touch 
and the soil tends to stick 
to your finger, the soil is 
wet enough and the plant 
should not be watered. An-
other way to tell if the plant 
needs watering is to pick 
it up, checking the weight. 
After some experience it 
becomes rather simple to 
tell when a plant needs to 
be watered. It is usually 

better if you think your 
plants can wait another day 
rather than keeping them 
too wet.  

Normally, there is no 
problem with insects at this 
time of the year so no need 
to be concerned about this. 
Enjoy these beauties and 
remember someone special 
with a “living” gift that they 
can enjoy during some of 
our gloomy weather during 
the winter. 

Send an email to info@
meadowview.com with 
your question or com-
ments.

32 years of growing
Meadow View Growers
www.meadowview.com

By Meadow View Growers

Gardening Commentary

Memories Linger, 
Wishes are Born

On this last week of 
2016, as we engage in old 
routines, I work in the 
kitchen amid aromas of 
spicy chili and sweet corn 
bread, pumpkin buckle 
and a freshly brewed pot 
of coffee.

In some ways this 
week is no different from 
this week of years past. 
We look at the weather, 
feed the birds, pay bills 
and wait for January’s tax 
paperwork to appear. A 
bonus is the occasional 
seed catalog.

We try to go for a walk 
at least once in the week. 
It can be a healing, calm-
ing act; walking in the 
park where a few crows 
sit atop bare skeletons of 

trees, eyeing us. Or, walk-
ing in the small cemetery 
down the road where 
quiet peaceful air moves 
gently over personalized 
stones, some a hundred 
years old.

Looking back over the 
past year, we ask ourselves 
what is it we learned from 
warm spring days in the 
garden, from hectic days 
of computer mishaps, 
from the realization that 
nothing about the state’s 
dumping thousands of 
us retirees over into the 
Medicare system will 
work out to our benefit.

We realize it is no use 
despairing over nega-
tives. The year takes them 
out with its last breath 
and replaces them with a 
promise of new days.  

What will we wish 
for? Peaceful times are 
paramount. We are not 

naïve enough to think 
we will ever again in this 
world get whole days of 
the precious commodi-
ty of peace, but we wish 
for at least a few hours 
of it each day, not only 
for ourselves but also our 
entire community. We 
wish for our neighbors 

and friends to stay safe. 
Again, we realize in the 
times we live in, the odds 
are pared away like shin-
gles from a roof in high 
winds. But, we can hope. 
Patience seems to be at 
the center of all things 
learned this year.

We wish for you dear 

reader to have a year of 
positives. We hope your 
days will be satisfying 
and fulfilling and your 
paths paved with patience 
and lots of hugs. And, we 
thank you all for your 
continued support of this 
column and this newspa-
per. See you in 2017.

By Connie Moore

At Home 

Life moves at a breakneck 
speed. Between work, play, 
volunteer time, extracur-
ricular activities and more, 
many people have difficulty 
keeping up. Finding time for 
leisure activities is tough, and 
finding time to appropriately 
invest for retirement or save 
for college or a major pur-
chase can be next to impos-
sible.

Fortunately, an increas-
ingly popular investing op-
tion exists today that offers 
a simple, all-in-one solution: 
asset allocation funds. Asset 

allocation funds have the po-
tential to take the burden off 
investors by incorporating 
some of the basic tenets of in-
vesting – asset allocation, di-
versification and reallocation 
– in a single fund that can be 
focused on investors’ individ-
ual goals and risk tolerance. 
While asset allocation does 
not eliminate risk, it may help 
reduce it.

As markets rise and fall, 
the mix of securities in a 
portfolio can shift, causing its 
risk profile to change. 

Asset allocation funds ap-

peal to many different types 
of investors. These funds 
have a place in almost every 
type of portfolio. As a result, 
asset allocation funds have 
skyrocketed in popularity. 
The number of asset allo-
cation funds has gone from 
fewer than 200 to more than 
1500 in the last decade and 
are offered by more than 
200 different money man-
agers, according to Strategic 
Insight, a research and busi-
ness intelligence organiza-
tion serving the mutual fund 
industry (Sept. 2010).

Many investors in asset al-
location funds can have com-
fort knowing that portfolio 
managers are guiding their 
investments. These profes-
sionals approach balancing 
risk and return to help meet 
the funds’ objectives.

Each fund’s investment 

performance depends upon 
how its assets are allocated 
across broad asset categories 
and applicable sub-class-
es within such categories. 
Some broad asset categories 
and sub-classes may per-
form below expectations or 
below the securities mar-
kets generally over short or 
extended periods. In par-
ticular, underperformance 
in the equity markets could 
have material adverse effects 
on a fund’s total return if the 
fund has a significant allo-
cation to equities. Therefore 
a principal risk of investing 
in asset allocation funds is 
that the strategies used and 
the decisions made will not 
produce the desired results. 
In addition, the performance 
of an asset allocation fund is 
heavily dependent upon the 
performance of the underly-

ing funds in which it invests. 
As a result, this kind of fund 
is subject to the same risks as 
those faced by the underlying 
funds. Those risks include, 
but are not limited to, market 
risk, issuer risk, volatility risk, 
liquidity risk, investment ad-
visor risk, loss of principal 
risk, as well as credit risk and 
interest rate risk. These and 
other risks are described in 
the fund’s prospectus.

Investing in a mutual fund 
involves risks, including the 
possible loss of principal. The 
prospectus contains more 
complete information on the 
investment objectives, risks, 
charges and expenses of the 
fund, which investors should 
read and consider carefully 
before investing.  Prospec-
tuses are available from a 
Thrivent Financial represen-
tative or at Thrivent.com.

Matt Buehrer, FIC, is a 
Financial Associate with 
Thrivent Financial in the Tipp 
City area. He can be reached 
at 937-667-8270 and his of-
fice is located at 29 W. Main 
Street in Tipp City. Thrivent 
Financial is a Fortune 500 fi-
nancial services membership 
organization helping nearly 
2.6 million members achieve 
their financial goals and give 
back to their communities. 
This column was prepared by 
Thrivent Financial for use by 
this representative.

Registered representative 
for securities offered through 
Thrivent Investment Manage-
ment Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. 
S., Minneapolis, MN, 55415-
1665, 1-800-THRIVENT 
(800-847-4836), a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Thrivent 
Financial. Member FINRA. 
Member SIPC.

Provided by Matt Buehrer, Thrivent Financial
Financial Focus
Asset allocation funds:  a simple 

choice for smart investing

Cyclamen Kalanchoe
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New Carlisle 845.3823

Tipp City 667.3310

Fairborn 878.5100

St. Paris 857.0119

Ohio Lic #27182

       Now Offering
No Overtime...
      Anytime!

(Formerly Clark’s Sheet Metal)

  Christmas Sales 

Christmas Cards  50% OFF 

Toys & Puzzles     20% OFF 

Art Supplies          25% OFF 

Cross Pens            20% OFF 

Yankee Candles    2  jars/$40 

Family owned &   
operated since 1944  

937-335-2117  
16 S. Market St., 
downtown Troy  

BrowersOnline.com 

Melvin J. Block
Melvin J. Block, age 81 of Troy, passed away Friday, De-

cember 23, 2016 at Koester Pavilion, Troy. He was born April 
4, 1935 in Prescott, AR to the late John and Susie (Spence) 
Block.

Melvin is survived by daughter and son-in-law: Phyl-
lis and Gary Battle of Troy; 6 sons and daughters-in-law: 
Melvin Block, Jr. and Amanda Block of Troy, Kenneth and 
Kim Block of Troy, Kevin and Becky Block of Sidney, Victor 
Block and Linda Lebarron-Block of Panama City, FL, Timo-
thy and Annette Block of Copperas Cove, TX, and Craig and 
Jodi Block of Troy; 13 grandchildren: Yolanda Battle, Patria 
Battle, Derrek Block, Curtis Block, William Block, Jon Reed, 
Kayla Block, Kameron Block, Nicholas Cunningham, Victor 
Block, Jr., Juanita Block, Crystal Block, and Victoria Block; 14 
great-grandchildren; 3 sisters and brother-in-law: Mary Sue 
and Rev. Edward Hampton of West Memphis, AR, Joyce Ow-
ens of Sacramento, CA, and Sudonia McGill of Los Angeles, 
CA.

Along with his parents, Melvin was preceded in death by 
his wife Mary (Staggers) Block on March 14, 2005; grandson 
Tommy Battle; brothers John Block, L.C. Block, and R.C. 
Block; stepbrothers Buster Block, Clemmine Block, and Jew 
Lee Block; stepsisters Carrie Armstrong, Josie Block, and 
Bulah Pace.

Melvin was a retired Machinist from the former Hobart 
Brothers in Troy after 32 years of service. He enjoyed hunt-
ing, fishing, playing cards, working on cars, gardening, and 
also had a small house painting business.

A funeral service will be held 10:30AM Friday, December 
30, 2016 at Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ, Troy with Pas-
tor Charles Carnes officiating. Visitation will be from 3PM-
7PM Thursday, December 29, 2016 at Fisher-Cheney Funeral 
Home, Troy. Interment will be in Riverside Cemetery, Troy. 
Arrangements entrusted to Fisher-Cheney Funeral Home, 
Troy.

Philip J. King
Philip J. King, age 95, of 

St. Paris, OH passed away 
on Wednesday, December 
21, 2016 at his residence.  
He was born on February 18, 
1921 in Logan County, OH to 
the late A. Jay King and Lulu 
(Keenan) King. 

Philip is survived by his 
wife of 67 years: Cleo (Bell) 
King; daughters: Cynthia 
King of Raleigh, NC and 
Linda (Ronald) Rogers of 
Richwood, OH; sons: Daniel 
(Susan) King of Piqua and 
Ronald King of Troy; brother: 
Ed (Judy) King of Eaton; eight grandchildren and several 
great-grandchildren.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his 
sister: Dorcas Hostetler and brothers:  Joseph and Paul King.

Philip was a 1939 graduate of Rosewood High School.  He 
was a member of the Casstown United Methodist Church.  
He was a lifetime farmer and enjoyed gardening, flowers and 
ice cream.

Services were held at 2:00PM on Monday, December 26, 
2016 at the Baird Funeral Home, Troy with the Rev. David 
Ramming officiating.  Interment followed in the Casstown 
Cemetery, Casstown, OH. 

Memorial contributions may be made to Hospice of Miami 
County, PO Box 502, Troy, OH 45373 or Catholic Social 
Services of the Miami Valley, Northern Counties Office, 1201 
Fairington Drive, Sidney, OH 45365.  Friends may express 
condolences to the family through www.bairdfuneralhome.
com.

James “Jimmy” 
Kerns

James “Jimmy” Kerns , 
age 33, of Troy, passed away 
on Sunday, December 25, 
2016 at Miami Valley Hospi-
tal in Dayton.  He was born 
on September 19, 1983 in 
Dayton to Edward Bruce and 
Robin (McNutt) Kerns.

Jimmy is survived by 
one brother and his spouse: 
Mathew Kerns and Dan Mc-
Manus of Dayton; and many 
aunts, uncles and cousins.  
He was preceded in death by 
one sister: Heather Kerns.

Jimmy attended Riverside of Miami County, where he 
received his Certificate of Completion.  He attended First 
United Church of Christ in Troy.

Funeral services will be held at 2:00 PM on Friday, Decem-
ber 30, 2016 at Baird Funeral Home in Troy.  Burial will be in 
Riverside Cemetery in Troy.  Friends may call from 5:00-7:00 
PM on Thursday at the funeral home.

Memorial contributions may be made to Riverside of 
Miami County, 1625 Troy-Sidney Road, Troy, OH 45373.  Con-
dolences may be expressed to the family at www.bairdfuner-
alhome.com.

Linda B. Webb 
(Borkenhagen)

Linda B. Webb, age 76 of 
Troy, passed away Saturday, 
December 17, 2016 at Good 
Samaritan Hospital, Dayton. 
She was born November 7, 
1940 in Dayton to the late 
Luther and Gladys (Weyrick) 
Borkenhagen.

Linda is survived by her 
son and daughter-in-law 
Scott and Magdalena Shoop 
of Fayetteville, NC; daughter 
Stacy Shoop of Troy; four 
grandchildren; one great 
grandchild; her twin sister 
Lynn Cook of Troy; and sister 
Connie Currin of Woodland Hills, CA.

She was preceded in death by her husband William Webb, 
who passed away in 2006, as well as daughter Shannon 
Shoop, and sister Sharon Mishler.

Linda was a 1959 graduate of Colonel White High School 
in Dayton, and was a member of Ginghamsburg Church in 
Tipp City, and American Legion Auxiliary Post #586 in Tipp 
City. She was a Nurse’s Aide at Caldwell House in Troy. Linda 
loved bingo, fishing, and especially her grandchildren.

A visitation was held 5PM-8PM Friday, December 23, 2016 
at Fisher-Cheney Funeral Home, Troy. Interment will be in 
Maple Hill Cemetery, Tipp City at a later date. Arrangements 
entrusted to Fisher-Cheney Funeral Home, Troy.

Benjamin Franklin 
Spiller

Benjamin Franklin Spiller 
, age 85, of Vandalia, passed 
away on Tuesday, December 
20, 2016 at Good Samaritan 
Hospital in Dayton.  He was 
born on July 23, 1931 in Day-
ton to the late Benjamin F. 
and Nellie K. (Snyder) Spiller. 

Benjamin is survived by 
his three sons: Alan (Vonda) 
Spiller of Vandalia, Tim Spill-
er of Dayton and Jeff (Kathy) 
Thompson of Mountain 
Home, AR; one daughter: 
Debbie (Joe) Nagle of Piqua and eleven grandchildren. 

In addition to his parents, Benjamin was preceded in 
death in 2016 by his wife: Margaret Spiller and daughter: 
Gloria Patsfield.

Benjamin attended Stebbins High School in Dayton.  He 
proudly served his country as a member of the US Army 
during the Korean War.  He was a machinist at Dayton Superi-
or Products for 30 years.

Memorial services were held at 10:30AM on Tuesday, 
December 27, 2016 at Baird Funeral Home in Troy with Pastor 
David Rusk officiating.  Interment took place in Riverside 
Cemetery in Troy.

Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.
bairdfuneralhome.com.

Deborah Ann 
“Deb” Pike (Tate)

Deborah Ann “Deb” Pike, 
age 67, of Troy, OH passed 
away on December 21, 2016 
at her residence.  She was 
born on September 20, 1949 
in Piqua, OH to the late Er-
nest and Delores (Speelman) 
Tate.  Deb was married to 
David “Pappy” Lynn Pike and 
he preceded her in death on 
June 7, 2011.

Deb is survived by her 
brothers: Larry Tate and Ron-
nie Tate both of Piqua.

In addition to her par-
ents and her husband, she 
was preceded in death by her sister:  Diane; and sister: Judy 
Clark.

Deb was a 1968 graduate of Piqua High School.  She was a 
member of the Fraternal Order of the Eagles in Troy.  She was 
formerly employed at Rite-Aid Drugstore in Fairborn, OH and 
Maverick in Greybull, WY.  Deb was a member of Full Gospel 
Community Church of God in Troy.

Service was held at 2:00 PM on Tuesday, December 27, 
2016 at Baird Funeral Home in Troy with Pastor Willard Cole 
officiating.  Burial followed in Riverside Cemetery in Troy.

Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.
bairdfuneralhome.com.

Patricia M. Flinn
Patricia M. Flinn, age 59, of Union City, Ohio, formerly of 

Troy, passed away Friday, December 23, 2016 at Good Sa-
maritan Hospital, Dayton.  She was born February 2, 1957 to 
the late James and Mireta Schmidt Flinn.

Patricia was also preceded in death by one sister, Rebecca 
Flinn. 

Visitation will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at 
Fisher-Cheney Funeral Home. A graveside service will be held 
at 12:30 p.m. at Riverside Cemetery, Troy with Rev. David 
Ramming officiating. Interment will be in Riverside Cemetery, 
Troy.

Arrangements entrusted to Fisher-Cheney Funeral Home, 
Troy.

Online condolences may be left for the family at www.
fishercheneyfuneralhome.com.

Maynard Odean Trones
Maynard Odean Trones, age 57 of Troy, passed away Tues-

day, December 20, 2016 at his residence. He was born July 20, 
1959 in Troy to the late Spencer and Patricia (Schields) Trones.

Maynard is survived by his two sisters: Cindy Thompson of 
West Virginia, and Debbie Thomas of Michigan; as well as five 
nephews and one niece. Along with his parents, Maynard was 
preceded in death by his sister Vickie Annabel.

Private services will be held at the convenience of the fam-
ily. Arrangements entrusted to Fisher-Cheney Funeral Home, 
Troy.

Pansy B. Wildman 
(Buyer)

Pansy B. Wildman was 
born August 4, 1927 to 
Joseph L. and Alty May 
(Rumple) Buyer, Jr. in Adams 
County, Indiana and passed 
away on December 22, 2016 
at SpringMeade Health Cen-
ter in Tipp City, Ohio.

Pansy was a graduate of 
Cincinnati Conservatory of 
Music where she majored in 
voice with certification on 
oboe, and also met her future 
husband, John E. Wildman, Jr.  
They were married on July 16, 1948 at Mount Auburn Pres-
byterian Church in Cincinnati.  Pansy received her Master of 
Science in Education from University of Dayton in 1982. 

Pansy taught public school music for 27 years, retiring 
from Troy Schools in 1985.  She also taught music for Wright 
State University in the 1970s.  Pansy was an active member 
of  The Troy Music Club, The Musicians Club of Troy, Mothers’ 
Club of Troy, Miami County Retired Teachers Association, and 
Troy Christian Church.  Through the years, she served as vocal 
soloist for the Christian Science Church of Troy and sang for 
many weddings.  She directed various choirs and performed 
with Gem City Sweet Adelines.

Pansy enjoyed baking goodies, especially during the 
holidays, for friends and neighbors.  She loved to travel and 
enjoyed crocheting, knitting and jigsaw puzzles.

Pansy was preceded in death by her parents, her husband 
and sisters: Alta Mae Robinson and Mildred Durst.  She is 
survived by three daughters: Terry (Thomas) Selby, Jo N. Wild-
man, and Stacy (Paul) Morris; grandchildren: Brian (Heather) 
Selby, Amy (Jeff Loeser) Selby, Todd (Noel) Morris, and Ra-
chael (Michael Byrd) Morris; great grandchildren: Andrew and 
William Selby, December Knoch, and Brooklyn Byrd.

A private service and burial were held on Wednesday, 
December 28.  A memorial service will be held at 1:00 PM on 
Saturday, January 14, 2017 at First United Church of Christ in 
Troy. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the scholar-
ship fund of either The Troy Music Club, c/o Barbara Werth, 
2274 Black Oak Drive, Troy, OH 45373 or The Musicians Club 
of Troy, c/o David Mikel, 3625 Teakwood Road, Tipp City, OH 
45371.  Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.
bairdfuneralhome.com.

105 W. Market St. 
Troy, OH 

LauriesFlooring.com
440-8800

105 W. Market St. LauriesFlooring.com 105 W. Market St. LauriesFlooring.com

CARPET & FLOORING

OBITUARIES



PAGE 6  - TROY TRIBUNE - WEEK OF WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2016

Each Sudoku puzzle consists of 
a x  grid that has been subdi-
vided into nine smaller grids of 

x  squares. To solve the puzzle, 
each row, column and box must 
contain each of the numbers 

 to .

General Knowledge 
Trivia Questions

.)  What is the second most abundant 
element in the earth’s atmosphere?

a. Oxygen
b. Nitrogen
c. Helium
d. Hydrogen

.)  Winning the World Drivers’ 
Championship five times during the first 
decade of Formula One Racing, what na-
tionality was Juan Manuel Fangio?

a. Italian
b. Australian
c. Argentinean
d. Spanish

.)  When did Fidel Castro hand over the 
reins of power in Cuba to his brother Raul? 

a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 

.)  Originally titled “Murderer”, which 
female popstar had a  chart topper 
with the song “Unfaithful”?

a. Rihanna
b. Beyonce
c. Madonna
d. Lady Gaga

.)  Which fruit is the main ingredient of a 
Sutton Pie?

a. Apple
b. Peach
c. Orange
d. Pear

.)  Which number key on your computer 
keyboard is also is the  sign?

a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 

.)  Which of these detectives was created 
by Agatha Christie?

a. Miss Marple
b. Peter Wimsey
c. Father Brown
d. Phillip Marlowe

.)  Which of the following shapes has no 
right angle?

a. Cube
b. Rhombus
c. Rectangle
d. Square

.)  Which president was assassinated by 
John Wilkes Booth?

a. Thomas Jefferson
b. Howard Taft
c. Abraham Lincoln
d. Grover Cleveland

.)  Who stars as the protagonist Hugh 
Glass in the  Academy Award winning 
film “The Revenant”?

a. Tom Hardy
b. Leo DiCaprio
c. Matt Damon
d. Brad Pitt

.)  Edmond Dantes is imprisoned in the 
Chateau d’If in which seminal novel?

a. Don Quixote
b. The Three Musketeers
c. Crime and Punishment
d. The Count of Monte Cristo

.)  “Silver Car Crash” is the title of a 
painting that sold for over  million in 

. Who painted it?

a. Jasper Johns
b. Yves Klein
c. Andy Warhol
d. Fairfield Porter

.)  From which animal does the 
“Galapagos Islands” take their name?

a. Horses
b. Snakes
c. Horses
d. Tortoises

.)  How many different cities in Japan 
did the United States hit with Atomic 
bombs in ?

a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 

.)  Which famous director directed the 
films “Psycho” and “The Birds”?

a. Howard Hawks
b. Anthony Perkins
c. Francois Truffaut
d. Alfred Hitchcock

Trivia 
Challenge

Locate all the words below in the word search.
They may be across, down or diagonally in any direction.

Word Search

Cooper
BY LARRY WARREN

Hidden Treasures BY LIZ BALL

Sudoku 7 1 6
9 3 2
8 5 1 2 7

7 1 9
6 1

7 9 4
6 5 9 3 4

4 8 7
6 9 1

#

 Accomplishments
 Acres
 Agency
 Agree
 Aims
 Alone
 Arab
 Arctic
 Bear
 Belt
 Bite
 Brick
 Calls
 Cards
 Cranes
 Dead
 Disks
 Earth
 Eats

 Emptied
 Errors
 Ever
 Experimenting
 Fame
 Frame
 Genius
 Germ
 Grip
 Heal
 Heel
 Hero
 Hers
 Huge
 Idea
 Inch
 Ironed
 Japan
 Jars

 Keeps
 Kept
 Know
 Lord
 Maiden
 Manufacturer
 Maps
 Meet
 Minor
 Mists
 Mode
 Multiplication
 North
 Older
 Once
 Pail
 Peel
 Perch
 Plans

 Plum
 Poem
 Poor
 Rage
 Rats
 Real
 Relationships
 Ride
 Rome
 Root
 Rose
 Rows
 Seal
 Sent
 Shampoo
 Sign
 Soap
 Solo
 Sour

 Spin
 Splash
 Stops
 Summer
 Tear
 Tyre
 Upset
 Vein
 Vetoes
 Visit
 Voting
 When
 Which
 Wizard
 Wont
 Zoos

#

A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S E O V
C G E N I U S R N O E V S E R X S L
R A R C T I C O S C U E P J A P A N
E P O E A S K N O W H R L E O E M C
S U M M E R D E A D B E A T S R U I
W H E N C E D D B A D I S K S I L A
T E A R K A L S R R I P H I A M T M
F R A M E L L A O B I N R A G E I A
C S U R P A I L W H I C H I E N P N
Z L E L T O R O S E D T K M N T L U
P L A N S H O N V R R A E S C I I F
B E L T T G O E A O L D E R Y N C A
H U G E N I T Z N F J P P I E G A C
V I S I T T I I O H A I S D L E T T
I P T A Y W M L C O R M I E D M I U
U O L E R R O R S G S A E I P O O R
V E T O E S E N O E M P T I E D N E
R M N G S P I N T M I S T S B E A R

Across

. Word with bum or bunny

. Beauty pageant wear

. Frozen dessert

. ATM access requirement

. ‘’Otello’’ highlight

. W.W. II heroes, for short

. Christmas worker

. Consisting of calcium 
oxide

. Symbol of industry

. Dork

. “Silent Spring” subj.

. Manage, with “out”

. It has ___ (eternity)

. Collapse

. Crazy quilt

. Got on

. Pepsin, e.g.

. ___ along little doggie!

. Garland flowers

. Country club staffer

. Visionary

. Goes with Maria

. Ukraine capital

. Court

. Ventilate

. “If all ___ fails...”

. “___ House” (Crosby, Stills, 
Nash & Young hit)

. Tricks

. Oodles

. “The Iceman Cometh” __ 
Marvin film

Down

. Belted

. Metric weight

. Dope

. Gazelle hound

. Up

. Cell phone memory card

. He wrote ‘The Seasons’

. Furiously

. Half a dance

. Lizard

. Tributary

. Extraordinary thing

. Pilfer (old word)

. Anonymous John

. ___ corder

. Past

. Evening service

. Advanced in years

. ___ of steel

. Bumpkin

. Illegal desertion

. Sulk

. Bygone era

. “Won-der-ful!”

. Routing word

. Worldwide workers’ grp.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50

Crossword Puzzle #

Puzzles
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EMPLOYMENT
ADVERTISING SALES  positions 
open. Must have some outside 
sales experience, be outgoing and 
likable. Help a young company 
grow. E-mail resume to pub-
lisher@newcarlislenews.net.

GENERAL LABOR AND CDL 
OPENINGS  for industrial con-
tractor. Training provided. Labor 

/hr, CDL - /hr plus ben-
efits. Apply in person  Industry 
Park Court, Tipp City

BLESSED ASSURANCE 
CLEANING SERVICE  is growing 
with leaps and bounds! We are cur-
rently accepting applications for 
second shift. Please call Carla at 
( ) -

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE BUY CARS Wrecked or run-
ning. Don’t junk it. Recycle with 
Michael. Call - -

FOR SALE
 INTERNATIONAL DUMP 

TRUCK  DT , ,  miles, 
plow and spreader. GVWR , , 
air brakes.  Ford F-  
Distribution Truck. Set up for hot 
tar, would make a good seal coat 
truck. Gas engine,  speed. Less 
than ,  actual miles. Call -

-  for more information.

FOREST HILLS MEMORIAL 
GARDENS   Burial plots. Garden 
of the Savior, section , lot a, 
spaces  & : , /ea or , /
both. Call Rick at ( ) -  
or cemetery at ( ) - .

AKC FRENCH MASTIFF PUPPIES  
. Will have first shots. Non-

refundable  deposit. Will be 
 weeks before Christmas. Call 

- -

GUITARS FOR SALE  Fender 
CG-  . Harmony Patrician 

. Epiphone guitar . 
Indiana SC-AB Electric bass guitar 

. Epiphone Mandolin & case  

. All in good condition. Call 
-

GOLDEN DOODLE PUPPIES 
FOR SALE  . Call Dallas or 
Kim at -

SERVICES
BLESSED ASSURANCE 
CLEANING SERVICE  Cleaning 
your home or business with integ-
rity.  years’ experience, insured, 
reasonable rates, free estimates. 
Call Carla at ( ) - .

SNOW BLOWER REPAIR  
Complete snow blower tune-up 

 includes all parts & labor! Free 
pickup and delivery. ( ) -

 Rick’s Mower Service

COMPUTER SALES, SERVICE 
& CLASSES  Located,  W. 
Main St. Medway ( ) - . 
M-T-W, - . Thr-F, noon to . Sat, 

- . Basic computers starting at 
. Laptops on sale now. Visit 

our website, pc restore.com

KEN’S PLUMBING  Ken Sandlin: 
local, licensed, and bonded. No job 
too small. Call ( ) -  or 
( ) - .

A&A MOWING & LANDSCAPING  
Residential and commercial. We 
do mowing, weed-eating, mulch-
ing, hedge trimming and edging. 
We also do snow removal from 
sidewalks & driveways. Leaves 
raked and mulched. Small trees re-
moved. Call Allen at - -

THIS OLD HANDYMAN  From 
windows to doors, rooftop to 
floors. No job too small. We do it 
all. Insured and bonded.  years’ 
experience. -

REAL ESTATE
NEW CARLISLE BUSINESS 
LOCATION  High traffic area. 

 sq. ft. All utilities included. 
Heat, electric, trash, a/c, wa-
ter. Handicapped restroom. Free 
parking.  N. Main St. building. 

/mo + deposit. Call -  
Frank Sweeney Realtor.

Trivia
1.)Jim Carey - Disney has 
also released Mickey’s 
Christmas Carol (1983) 
and The Muppet 
Christmas Carol (1992).
2.)8 - Dasher, Dancer, 
Prancer, Vixen, Comet, 
Cupid, Donder and 
Blitzen.
3.)Wine - Mistletoe and 
Wine was Richard’s 
twelfth UK number one, 
spending four weeks at 
the top of the charts in 
December 1988.
4.)Dr. Seuss - How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas 
was  rst published on 
Christmas day in 1956.
5.)Pumpkin Pie - Rockin’ 
Around the Christmas 
Tree was written by 
Johnny Marks and  rst 
recorded by Brenda Lee 
in 1958.

6.)2003 - Titled Bad Santa 
2, a sequel to the  lm was 
released in November 
of 2016.
7.)North America 
- Turkeys were  rst 
domesticated by the 
indigenous people of 
Mexico.
8.)Clarence - It’s a 
Wonderful Life was 
nominated for  ve 
Academy Awards 
including Best Picture.
9.)Figgie Pudding - The 
origin of We Wish You 
a Merry Christmas lies 
somewhere in English 
tradition.
10.)Christmas Pudding 
- Christmas pudding is 
sometimes referred to as 
plum pudding.
11.)I’ll Be Back Someday - 
Frosty the Snowman was 

 rst recorded by Gene 
Autry in 1950.
12.)Tchaikovsky - 
The score is one of 
Tchaikovsky’s most 
famous compositions.
13.)The Beach Boys 
- Good Vibrations 
was inducted into the 
Grammy Hall of Fame 
in 1994.
14.)Clement Clarke 
Moore - Originally titled 
‘A Visit from St. Nicholas’, 
the Night Before 
Christmas was  rst 
published in 1823.
15.)Will Ferrell - Buddy is 
a human who believes he 
is an elf.

Classified rates are .  for the first  words and .  for each  additional words. Subscribers receive a .  discount. Phone numbers, street addresses, and e-mail 
addresses count as one word. Area Codes are a separate word. Zip codes are free. Send your ad with check made out to New Carlisle News to P.O. Box , New Carlisle; 
come to our office at  S. Main St.; or e-mail your ad to classified@newcarlislenews.net. The deadline for Wednesday’s paper is  Noon Monday.

This Week’s Solutions
Sudoku

3 2 7 1 8 6 5 4 9
9 6 4 3 7 5 8 1 2
8 5 1 4 9 2 7 6 3
5 4 8 7 2 1 3 9 6
6 9 2 8 5 3 4 7 1
1 7 3 9 6 4 2 8 5
2 8 6 5 1 7 9 3 4
4 1 9 2 3 8 6 5 7
7 3 5 6 4 9 1 2 8

Word Search
A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S E O V
C G E N I U S R N O E V S E R X S L
R A R C T I C O S C U E P J A P A N
E P O E A S K N O W H R L E O E M C
S U M M E R D E A D B E A T S R U I
W H E N C E D D B A D I S K S I L A
T E A R K A L S R R I P H I A M T M
F R A M E L L A O B I N R A G E I A
C S U R P A I L W H I C H I E N P N
Z L E L T O R O S E D T K M N T L U
P L A N S H O N V R R A E S C I I F
B E L T T G O E A O L D E R Y N C A
H U G E N I T Z N F J P P I E G A C
V I S I T T I I O H A I S D L E T T
I P T A Y W M L C O R M I E D M I U
U O L E R R O R S G S A E I P O O R
V E T O E S E N O E M P T I E D N E
R M N G S P I N T M I S T S B E A R

Crossword
S

1
K

2
I

3
S

4
A

5
S

6
H

7
I

8
C

9
E

10

P
11

I N A
12

R I A R
13

A F
E

14
L F L

15
I M Y A

16
N T

D
17

O O F
18

U S D
19

D
20

T
E

21
K E N

22
O E N

23
D

24

C
25

A
26

V
27

E I N O
28

L I O
A

29
G E D E

30
N

31
Z Y M E

M
32

O S E Y
33

L
34

E I
P

35
R O D

36
R E A

37
M

38
Y

39

A
40

V
41

E K
42

I
43

E V W
44

O O
A

45
I R E

46
L S E O

47
U R

H
48

A S L
49

O T S L
50

E E

Classifieds & Marketplace

h TIME continued from Page 3h OPENS continued from Page 1

Gibson Law Offices
Personal Professional Legal Services

Joseph E. Gibson
Attorney At Law
545 Helke Road

Vandalia
937-264-1122

BENEFITS ANALYSIS CORP
Health Insurance-Bene� ts- Medicare

Individual/ Medicare 
937-335-0900

Group/ Employee Benefits 
937-335-5751

Michael Dugan
MBA, Licensed 

Benefits Advisor

K’s
Hamburger

Shop

Open Mon 
thru Sat
339-3902 
339-9114

117 E. Main St. Let me make 
one just for you!

By Brittany Arlene Jackson

When it comes to pam-
pering and professional 
beauty services, sometimes 
it takes a village. Village Sa-
lon & Spa is in the business 
of “continuously educat-
ing stylists and associates” 
at their new location at 11 
South Market Street.  With 
panache for big city style 
and a hometown heart, the 
new salon is the second 
location of an established 
business out of Anna, Ohio.

Tony and Kelly Berner 
began the original Village 
Salon & Spa 5 years ago 
with a dream for inspiring 
growth in up-and-com-
ing style artists. Kelly had 
owned a salon for 10 years 
prior to opening Village 
Salon with her husband. 
Tony’s early experience in 
business had nothing to 
do with the beauty indus-

try. Prior to beginning the 
salon with his wife, Tony 
owned a landscaping com-
pany for 15 years. 

“It was a big change and 
I had some friends make 
fun of me at the beginning,” 
Tony said. “But as soon as 

you see something doing 
well and changing lives, it 
doesn’t matter what anyone 
thinks about it. My wife 
and I get to mentor girls 
and help them achieve their 
career goals.”

The Village Salon model 
includes leadership teams. 
It has already been tested 
with successful results in 
Anna. Tony and Kelly are 
hoping the same principles 
will carry over at the new 
location in Troy. “As you 
grow, you have to delegate,” 
Tony said. Each month, 
styling, education, and re-
ferral goals are set for the 
beauticians at Village Sa-
lon. Once a marker is met 
in the training program, 
the stylist can move up a 
level and charge more for 
their services. Eventually, 
seniority can be achieved 
over an area of the salon 
and the senior-level asso-

ciate will then report to the 
owners about the various 
needs in each of their re-
spective areas.

“It’s a tough business, 
you have to be patient and 
you have to have focus,” 
Tony said. “Only 20% of 
cosmetology graduates ac-
tually make it in this ca-
reer.” According to Tony 
and Kelly, the greatest re-
ward for them in owning 
Village Salon is the oppor-
tunity they have to invest, 
not only in their clients 
but also in those they hire, 
to see their associates suc-
ceed. 

The new salon in Troy 
has 8 stations and stylists, a 
blow-dry bar and make-up 
counter, eyebrow extension 
services, and pedicure or 
manicure offerings. Their 
retail area also boasts a se-
lection of all-natural prod-
ucts that are paraben free, 

gluten free, and sulfate 
free, a growing trend in the 
beauty industry.

Local client Makayla 
Maxwell has frequented 
Village Salon 4 times since 
its opening on September 
28. Her stylist, CJ Cath-
cart, attended cosmetol-
ogy school with Maxwell 
at JVS in Piqua, Ohio. “I 
would never go anywhere 
else,” Maxwell said. “This 
is a great place and it’s 
awesome to see CJ doing 
so well here.” Location, re-
lationship with her beau-
tician, and the mission of 
Village Salon are the rea-
sons Maxwell cited for her 
choice to be a client there.

The Berners chose Troy 
for their new salon as a 
result of their research 
concerning growth in the 
area and the generally wel-
coming atmosphere they 
perceived. “I looked every-

where,” Tony said. “But we 
kept coming back to Troy. 
This is a neat area even 
though there are a lot of sa-
lons. There are still around 
100,000 people in the vicin-
ity and it’s just a great city.” 

Every other month, Vil-
lage Salon & Spa will of-
fer special promotions for 
their clients. In 2017, those 
who book an appointment 
for January or February 
are entered to win a $300 
gift basket. An aggressive 
referral program is also in 
the works for early in the 
year and the opportunity 
to win a year’s worth of hair 
care products will be avail-
able to the customer who 
brings the most friends. To 
book an appointment or 
get to know more about the 
business, call Village Salon 
at 937-980-9311 or email 
them at villagesalontroy@
gmail.com.

Salon Stresses Continuing Education of Stylists

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota

Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)

Licensed agent/producer of Thrivent Financial, marketing name for Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Registered representative of Thrivent Investment Management 
Inc., Minneapolis, MN. Member FINRA and SIPC. Thrivent.com/disclosures.

27193 R3-14

Matt Buehrer
Financial Associate
937-667-8270

29 W Main St 
Tipp City, OH 45371

thanks to Joyce Fraas for 
sharing her wonderful col-
lection of cross-stitched San-
tas for this exhibit.

The Troy-Hayner Cultural 
Center is proudly supported 
by the citizens of the Troy 
City School District through 
a local tax levy and generous 
gifts to the Friends of Hayner.

Troy-Hayner Cultur-
al Center is located at 301 
West Main Street, Troy, OH 
45373. Hours of operation 

are Monday 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 
p.m., Tuesday – Thursday 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m., Friday 
& Saturday 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m., and Sunday 1:00 p.m. 
– 5:00 p.m. The Hayner Cen-
ter is closed on Christmas 
and New Year’s Day. Special 
hours of operation on Christ-
mas Eve and New Year’s Eve 
are 9 a.m. – noon. For more 
information, please visit our 
website at www.troyhayner.
org or call (937) 339-0457.

Saturday, December 31st
9:00 pm to 1:00 am

on Main Street

New Carlisle
New Year’s Eve

Ball Drop

The Tradition Continues...  in Beautiful New Carlisle, Ohio

Food • Music • Raffl  e • Ice Sculpting

Carriage Rides and More!

Tony Berner

on the square, Thrush & Son 
sponsored the Eagles tribute 
concert and the Troy Noon 
Optimist’s Halloween Parade.

Although Thrush & Son 
had looked at the possibility 
of numerous other cities, Al-

len saw the Troy location as 
“the best option on the table.” 
“We liked Troy’s downtown,” 
Allen said. “It’s vibrant and 
welcoming of new business-
es. We could tell that they 
would be a really great city to 

work with.” 
In addition to servicing 

thousands of homes all over 
the Dayton area, Thrush & 
Son is the official contractor 
for the University of Dayton 
providing work on siding, 

window repair, walk-in tubs, 
roofing, storm damage, and 
doors. For more information 
on Thrush & Son, visit their 
website at thrushandson.com 
or call their Troy office at 
937-339-5136. 
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Edison State Nursing Students Honored with Pinning Ceremony
Edison State Communi-

ty College honored its most 
recent nursing graduates on 
Thursday, December 15, with 
a pinning ceremony held in a 
gymnasium filled with family 
and friends at the Piqua cam-
pus. 

The pinning ceremony 
is a time-honored tradition 
in which the graduate nurse 
is presented to family and 
friends as a professional who 
is about to practice nursing, 
and the graduate is usually 
“pinned” by the faculty mem-
bers who have worked with 
the students throughout their 
course of study. Each school 
has a unique pin, which serves 
as a symbol of the successful 
completion of a rigorous cur-
riculum, which prepares its 
graduates to administer to the 
sick and injured and promote 
health through the practice of 
nursing. 

Marvella Fletcher, Edi-
son State Board of Trustee 
member, provided opening 
remarks praising the work 
of the nursing students and 
those who have supported 
them along the way.

Jean Heath, MA, BSN, RN, 
OCN, a nursing professional 
and alumni of Edison State, 

served as the ceremony’s 
guest speaker. Heath reflect-
ed upon her time as a student 
and how the education she 
received helped catapult her 
career in nursing.

“It didn’t take me long to 
realize that the foundation 
and the education that I got 
in this building, from these 
teachers, and this program 
gave me inner strength and 
self-confidence,” said Heath. 
“It also gave me the skills 
needed to perform my job.”

Heath went on to offer 
words of advice. “My advice 
to all of you is to find your 
path. Your leadership skills 
and the skills that you learn 
along the way will get better 
but what I want you never 
to forget is where you came 
from and where you started, 
because I never did,” added 
Heath.

Each of the twenty-five 
graduates had the opportuni-
ty to submit a word of thanks 
to those who have supported 
their education, which was 
read as they received their pin 
from an Edison State nursing 
faculty member. Many used 
the opportunity to share indi-
vidual stories of sacrifice and 
triumphing over adversity, 

the bonds that were formed 
between classmates and the 
deep appreciation held for the 
Edison State nursing faculty. 

Graduates of the program 
will move on to the next phase 

of their career, which involves 
taking the registered nurse 
licensing exam and seeking 
employment.

Edison State Communi-
ty College’s nursing program 

has maintained full accredita-
tion and approval throughout 
its history. In 2013, Edison 
State’s Associate of Nursing 
Degree program was granted 
a full five-year approval by the 

Ohio Board of Nursing. In 
2011, the program earned an 
eight-year accreditation from 
the National League for Nurs-
ing Accrediting Commission, 
the highest level a program 
can receive. 

Applications for Edison 
State’s Registered Nursing 
program are currently being 
accepted for Fall 2017 semes-
ter. For more information 
about the program, visit www.
edisonohio.edu/programs. 

Nursing Graduates:
Anna: Nicole Terwillig-

er; Bradford: Haley Canan; 
Celina: Moriah Plattner; 
Chickesaw: Elizabeth Fort-
kamp; Covington: Christo-
pher Green; Fort Recovery: 
Marissa Thobe; Greenville: 
Denah Angles, Jessica Hall, 
Justina Martin; Lewisburg: 
Rachael Elam; Maplewood: 
Kylie Keener; New Carlisle: 
Rose Minutolo; Piqua: Taylor 
Bryant, Nicole Engley, Cher 
Grunkemeyer, Hillary Yutzy; 
Pleasant Hill: Allison Mer-
ritt; Sidney: Kaitlyn Kerrigan, 
Deborah Parker; St. Marys: 
Amanda Dysert; Troy: Shan-
non Brunson, Michaela 
Humphrey; Union: Sarah 
Groh; Versailles: Diana Sana-
ti; West Milton: Debra Cook. 

www.sidneybodycarstar.com
175 S. Stolle Ave., Sidney

(937) 492-4783

www.troycarstar.com
15 North Kings Chapel Dr.

(937) 339-3391

RELAX,RELAX,RELAX,
NOW TWO LOCATIONS

we’ll take it
from here!

®

Thank you for allowing us 
to serve you in 2016. 
We look forward to working with you in 2017

First we listen; really listen.  
That’s the only way to understand our clients’ needs.

Gallery     & Design

See our fabulous showroom specializing in
Norwalk Furniture  •  Smith Brothers  • Temple Upholstery

and many more!

Phone: (937) 335-1849     •     homecomfortgallery.com     • Hours: Fri-Sat-Mon 9-5  Tues, Wed, Thurs 9-7 

join together to bring you the best interiors for your home or o�ce.
Home Comfort Gallery & Diana Begley Interiors 

105 W. Main St. | Troy
335-1849

M-W-F-Sat open 10am close 5pm.  Tu-Thur open 10am close 6pm

END OF THE YEAR CLEARANCE SALE
15%-20% OFF ALL FURNITURE & ACCESSORY IN-STOCK ITEMS

Just in time for a great Christmas gift!

Michaela Humphrey, of Troy, is pinned following her successful completion of 
the nursing program at Edison State.

Photos by Carla Ungerecht
Caiden Smith looks to make a move guarded by Troy’s 
Brendan Kinnel.

Red Devils Earn First Win
By Jim Dabbelt

Tippecanoe coach Joel 
Visser knew that when his 
team could put it all together 
on both sides of the ball, the 
Red Devils would contend and 
challenge against most of the 
teams on their schedule.

Last week, the Red Devils 
did just that.

Despite a valiant effort in 
the fourth quarter from Troy 
to make it a game, the Red 
Devils built a 24-point lead 
in the third quarter and make 
it stand up, as Tippecanoe 
knocked off the Trojans 70-56 
to win their first game of the 
season.

Tippecanoe, who has 
played three of their losses 
within single digits, used a 
variety of three-point shoot-
ing, and solid defense which 
led to points to get to 1-3 in 
the GWOC American North. 
With the loss, Troy falls to 1-3 
overall and has the same re-
cord in the league.

Tipp jumped out in front 
early 9-4 as they used a three 
from Caiden Smith to high-
light the early run before Ryan 
McClurg closed the gap with 
a three with under 1:30 left in 
the first period. McClurg and 
Tippecanoe freshman Ben 
Sauls controlled the final min-
ute of the quarter as they each 
hit two three’s for their team, 
as Tipp led 17-12 after eight 
minutes.

McClurg hit another three 
to start the second period and 
the Trojans trailed 20-17 ear-
ly in the period. That is when 
Tipp took control of the game.

Josh Wildermuth started 
the run with a short jump-
er, as they put together a 7-0 
run capped by another three 
from Smith. Zach Reichelder-
fer temporarily stopped the 
bleeding with an offensive re-
bound score for the Trojans, 

but the final two minutes, the 
Red Devils took a ten point 
game and it exploded out to 
36-19 at the half thanks to five 
points from Smith, along with 
scores from Sauls and Adam 
Grieshop. 

Smith’s three at the halftime 
buzzer seemed to continue the 

momentum into the second 
half, as Grieshop and Smith 
scored quickly to push their 
lead out to 21 points. Every-
time the Trojans had a run in 
the third period, Tipp would 
answer with a big three.

Leading by 23 in the clos-
ing minute of the third period, 

Tipp watched as Troy quickly 
evaporated the lead down to 
16 with a big run to close the 
quarter. Hayden Kotwica hit a 
pair of free throws and added 
a driving layup with two sec-
onds left in the quarter, and 
when Tipp inbounded the ball, 
Kotwica intercepted it and 
threw up an off balanced shot 
from deep at the buzzer, hit-
ting the three and sending the 
Trojans into the fourth quarter 
trailing 52-36.

The teams traded baskets 
in the fourth until Troy scored 
five consecutive points with 
1:44 left and cut the lead to 59-
50. The Red Devils then hit 7-8 
free throws down the stretch 
as they earned the win.

Leading the way for Tipp 
was Smith with 23 points, 
Bonifas added 15, Sauls had 12 
and Grieshop 11. Troy was led 
by McClurg with 21 and Re-
ichelderfer added 14. 

Tipp now plays in the Pi-
qua Holiday Tournament this 
week heading into the New 
Years weekend.

Eagles Fall 
Short To Jets

By Jim Dabbelt

Coming into their fi-
nal game before Christ-
mas, the Troy Christian 
Eagles looked to extend 
their winning streak to 
seven with a non-con-
ference matchup against 
a young Franklin Mon-
roe team. The Jets are led 
by three freshman and a 
sophomore in the start-
ing lineup, but have been 
improving every game as 
the season progresses.

The Eagles were in a 
giving mood last week, 
turning the ball over to 
the Jets with numerous 
turnovers, and they saw 
their winning streak 
come to an end as Frank-
lin Monroe held on for a 
32-29 victory to win their 
fifth game of the season.

Troy Christian never 
led the entire night, as 
they struggled to get their 
offense going. Mean-
while, the Jets built an 
8-2 lead midway through 
the first period as Bella 
Cable hit a pair of short 
jumpers and when Cori-
na Conley powered in a 
layup, the Eagles led by 
six.

Jayln Forrer buried a 
three to close the deficit 
to three ad it looked like 
the Eagles would start 
to take command of the 
game, but the Jets closed 
out the first quarter with 
a pair of easy baskets to 
give the Jets a 12-5 lead.

Kenley Blake hit a pair 
of free throws to open the 
second period, and Kath-
ryn Lee added one free 

toss with 5:43 left in the 
half, cutting the Frank-
lin Monroe lead to 16-8. 
For the next five minutes, 
the Eagles offense was 
non-existent.

Several turnovers in 
the remainder of the half 
prevented the Eagles to 
cut into the Jets lead, and 
Conley poured in five of 
the next seven points, to 
end the half on a 7-0 run 
and take a 23-8 lead into 
the half.

Troy Christian came 
out in the third period 
with a 8-1 run to open 
the period to cut their 
deficit to eight points at 
24-16 as the Jets offense 
struggled to produce as 
they also turned the ball 
over before Conley broke 
the string with a free 
throw, and ensuing layup 
to give the Eagles a 27-16 
lead.

With 3:35 left in the 
game and trailing by 
eight, Cara Salazar hit 
a big three from the 
left wing, followed by a 
15-footer to bring the Ea-
gles to within one posses-
sion, trailing 30-27 with 
3:24 seconds left. 

Aubrey Cable an-
swered for the Jets, but 
Lauren Lavy would again 
bring the Eagles to within 
three in the closing sec-
onds. Bella Cable missed 
a one-and-one with 17 
seconds, setting the Ea-
gles up for a chance to 
tie the game on the final 
shot. Salazar missed a 
three in the final seconds, 
and the Eagles fell short 
in their home game.

106 West Main Street, Troy, OH 45373 (937) 339-3210

Troy’s oldest established jeweler

30% off all Blue Topaz jewelry
(in stock) through the month of December

Blue is the color of communication and self-expression.  
Surprise her this Holiday season with a lifetime of beauty. Surprise her this Holiday season with a lifetime of beauty. 


